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2. A water conservation plan that, at a minimum, incorporates recycling 
cooling water before discharge or disposal, implementation of a leak 
detection and repair program, use of water efficient fixtures, and imple-
mentation of an employee awareness and education program concerning 
water conservation. 

(b) Notwithstanding s. 373.229(4), the governing board or the depart-
ment may not approve a permit application made under this part by a large-
scale data center without a hearing. 

Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 373.239, Florida Statutes, is amended 
to read: 

373.239 Modification and renewal of permit terms.— 

(2) If the proposed modification involves water use of 100,000 gallons or 
more per day or is proposed by a large-scale data center as defined in s. 
373.203, the application shall be treated under the provisions of s. 373.229 in 
the same manner as the initial permit application. Otherwise, the governing 
board or the department may at its discretion approve the proposed 
modification without a hearing, provided the permittee establishes that: 

(a) A change in conditions has resulted in the water allowed under the 
permit becoming inadequate for the permittee’s need, or 

(b) The proposed modification would result in a more efficient utilization 
of water than is possible under the existing permit. 

Section 7. The Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government 
Accountability (OPPAGA) shall contract for an independent, interdisciplin-
ary study of policy considerations related to the construction and operation 
of large-scale data centers, including, but not limited to, state, regional, or 
local economic development and tax revenue impacts; use of land, water, and 
other natural resources; energy use and related cost and rate impacts; and 
public health and safety related impacts. OPPAGA may contract with one or 
more nonpartisan academic or nonprofit research organizations with policy 
and scientific expertise in relevant fields of study. The study must identify 
any issues unique to the construction and operation of large-scale data 
centers in this state. The study must also include recommendations on 
facility siting and mitigation measures that should be considered to reduce 
any potential negative impacts. OPPAGA shall submit the study to the 
Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives by July 1, 2027. 

Section 8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this act and except 
for this section, which shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall 
take effect July 1, 2026. 

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2026. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 7, 2026. 
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