Feet Above or Below Historic Average

Figure 7: April 2026 Lake Levels

SRWMD lakes react differently to climatic changes depending
on their location in the landscape. Some lakes, in particular
in the eastern part of the District, are embedded in a surficial
or intermediate aquifer over relatively impermeable clay
deposits. These lakes rise and fall according to local rainfall
and surface runoff. They retain water during severe droughts
since most losses occur from evaporation. Other lakes, such
as Governor Hill, have porous or “leaky” bottoms that interact
with the Floridan aquifer. These lakes depend on groundwater
levels to stay high. If aquifer levels are low, these lakes go dry
even if rainfall is normal.

The District currently monitors 13 lakes on a long-term basis;
much of the data was originally provided by volunteer
observers. Monitoring records began in the 1970s, except for
Lakes Butler, Sampson, and Santa Fe, which started in 1957.
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