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Consultant shall investigate and comply with all applicable federal, state, county, and municipal laws 

concerning toxic wastes, hazardous substances, and pollution of surface and ground waters. If any 

waste, toxic or hazardous substance, or other material that can cause pollution, as defined in 

§403.031, Fla. Stat., is dumped or spilled in unauthorized areas, Consultant shall notify the District 

thereof within one workday and thereafter shall remove the material and restore the area to its 

original condition. If necessary, contaminated ground shall be excavated and disposed of as directed 

by the District and replaced with suitable fill material, compacted, and finished with topsoil, and 

planted as required to re-establish vegetation. All cleanup and disposal costs shall be borne by 

Consultant. 

34. PUBLIC RECORDS 

(a) Consultant is responsible for identifying confidential trade secret information as such upon 

submittal to the District. Notwithstanding any other provision hereof, the District shall not be 

liable to Consultant for release of confidential information not identified as such upon submittal. 

If the District receives a public records request that requests information claimed to be 

confidential by Consultant, the District shall take such steps as are necessary to comply with 

chapter 119, Fla. Stat., while protecting the confidentiality of trade secret information. In the 

event of a dispute as to whether the requested information is a trade secret, Consultant shall be 

liable for all costs incurred by the District resulting from the dispute, including any court costs 

and attorney’s fees. The calculation of those costs shall not include costs that are charged to the 

public records requestor. 

(b) Consultant shall comply with Florida Public Records law under Chapter 119, Fla. Stat. Records 

made or received in conjunction with this Agreement are public records under Florida law, as 

defined in §119.011(12), Fla. Stat. Consultant shall keep and maintain public records required by 

the District to perform the services under this Agreement. 

(c) If Consultant meets the definition of “Contractor” found in §119.0701(1)(a), Fla. Stat.; [i.e., an 

individual, partnership, corporation, or business entity that enters into a contract for services with 

a public agency and is acting on behalf of the public agency], then the following requirements 

apply: 

(1) Pursuant to §119.0701, Fla. Stat., a request to inspect or copy public records relating to this 

Agreement for services must be made directly to the District. If the District does not possess 

the requested records, the District shall immediately notify Consultant of the request, and 

Consultant must provide the records to the District or allow the records to be inspected or 

copied within a reasonable time. If Consultant fails to provide the public records to the 

District within a reasonable time, Consultant may be subject to penalties under s. 119.10, Fla. 

Stat. 

(2) Upon request from the District’s custodian of public records, Consultant shall provide the 

District with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be inspected or copied 

within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119, Fla. 

Stat., or as otherwise provided by law. 

(3) Consultant shall identify and ensure that all public records that are exempt or confidential 

and exempt from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as 

authorized by law for the duration of the Agreement term and following completion of the 

Agreement if Consultant does not transfer the records to the District. 

(4) Upon completion of the Agreement, Consultant shall transfer, at no cost to District, all public 

records in possession of Consultant or keep and maintain public records required by the 

District to perform the services under this Agreement. If Consultant transfers all public 

records to the District upon completion of the Agreement, Consultant shall destroy any 

duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public disclosure 

requirements. If Consultant keeps and maintains public records upon completion of the 

Agreement, Consultant shall meet all applicable requirements for retaining public records. 

All records that are stored electronically must be provided to the District, upon request from 


