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amphibians,17 reptiles,18 mollusks,19 and other aquatic invertebrates20—resulting in 

developmental and reproductive impacts, behavioral changes, adverse effects to livers, disruption 

to endocrine systems, and weakened immune systems.21  

 

PFAS are extremely resistant to breaking down in the environment.22 Once released, the 

chemicals can travel long distances and bio-accumulate in organisms.23 PFAS have been found 

in fish tissue across all 48 continental states,24 and PFOS—a particularly harmful PFAS 

compound—is one of the most prominent PFAS found in freshwater fish.25 As a result, 

communities that rely heavily on subsistence fishing—many of which are low-income and 

minority communities26—are at higher risk of PFAS exposure and associated health effects.27 In 

fact, researchers conclude that “[w]idespread PFAS contamination of freshwater fish in surface 
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