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perfluoropentanoic acid (PFPeA),10 and perfluoroheptanoic acid (PFHpA),11 is associated with 

many of the same health outcomes as exposure to PFOA and PFOS. 

 

Given the recognized harms posed by PFAS compounds, on April 10, 2024, EPA made 

the historic announcement that it has finalized enforceable national drinking water standards for 

six PFAS compounds.12 EPA is limiting concentrations of PFOA and PFOS to 4.0 ppt, with a 

maximum contaminant level goal of 0 ppt.13 This maximum contaminant level goal recognizes 

that no level of PFOA or PFOS in drinking water is considered safe. Additionally, PFHxS, 

PFNA, and HFPO-DA (commonly known as GenX chemicals) have a maximum contaminant 

level (MCL) of 10 ppt each.14 EPA also finalized a Hazard Index MCL to account for dose-

additive health effects for mixtures that could include two or more of PFHxS, HFPO-DA, PFNA, 

and PFBS, recognizing that mixtures of PFAS can be harmful.15 

 

While the harms to human health are extreme, PFAS are also detrimental to wildlife and 

the environment. The chemicals have been shown to cause damaging effects in fish,16 
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