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 Some South Geor-
gians have made nu-
merous contributions 
to the South Georgia 
area and have rendered 
enormous contributions 
to national and global 
society as well. One of 
these South Georgia 
notables is Mr. John S. 
Quarterman, a longtime 
South Georgia resident 
who has a perpetual 
passion for navigating 
activism in protection 
of waterways, specifi-
cally those which impact 
area communities, as 
the WWALS Watershed 
Coalition’s Suwannee 
Riverkeeper, who takes 
seriously and enthusi-
astically his steward-
ship over protecting the 
Suwannee River Basin 
in South Georgia and 
North Florida. 

Having hailed from 
the Bemiss Commu-
nity in Lowndes County 
Georgia, near Valdosta, 
studied at Harvard, au-
thored in 1990, the book 
entitled, “The Matrix, 
Computer Networks and 
Conferencing Systems 
Worldwide,” Mr. John 
Quarterman became the 
“longest serving cartog-
rapher of the Internet, 
a designation “dubbed 
by Mappa Mundi Maga-
zine” in 1990. 

 Mr. Quarterman’s as-
tonishing contributions 
in internet history and 
his “Matrix Maps” fa-
cilitation in the internet 
development history is 

notable and is the impe-
tus for his well-deserved 
recognition and his 2025 
Inductee status in the 
Internet Hall of Fame. 

A published entry 
from the Internet Hall 
of Fame underscores 
just how salient Mr. 
John Quarterman’s 
impact in internet his-
tory is, and has been 
noted in the following 
I  quote: “Little did 
he know at the time 
that one of his “Matrix 
Maps” Charts, published 
in 1994, caught the eye 
of a young Jeff Bezos 
who saw something in 
them that Quarterman 
had not: an immediate 
huge business oppor-
tunity on the World 
Wide Web. According 

to Bezos’s biographer, 
the chart is what in-
spired Bezos to launch 
Amazon, as he saw a 
business opportunity 
in the Internet’s rapid 
growth. It is impossible 
to know all the ways in 
which the Matrix Maps 
have shaped decisions by 
engineers, governments 
and investors.” 

 Mr. John Quarter-
man is diversified in 
technological savvy, 
waterway activism, and 
in his enjoyable propa-
gation of his family’s 
passion and legacy of 
tilling the soil on land 
which his grandfather 
purchased in 1921. 
The Quintessential 
Mr. Quarterman has 
demonstrated a heroic 

and diversified role in 
generating productive 
societal change which 
has generated the bet-
terment of humanity 
not only in our regional 

area but worldwide. The 
inclusion photos reflect 
the photographic es-
sence of the heroic Mr. 
John Quarterman. 

 I, Dr. R. Marie Horne 

MD and the QFP Reader-
ship applaud the exem-
plary lifetime efforts of 
Mr. John Quarterman’s 
to render betterment of 
the global society!
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Ms. Ti-Shea's Storytellers Lab Success
The prolific and 

spectacularly-
accomplished Ms. 
Ti-Shea Meadows, 
VP of Operations, 
Channel Planning and 
Culture, SHO/MTV 
Entertainment Studios 
and Paramount Media 
Networks and Head of 
the Storytellers Lab 
recently sponsored 
a tremendously 
successful Atlanta 
event in collaboration 
with HBCU 
participating students 
in promulgating 
opportunities for 
fostering the next 
generation of media 
industry storytellers 
and content creators.

The collaborating 
HBCU participants 
are inclusive of 
Alabama State 
University, Cheyney 
University, Chicago 
State University, Clark 
Atlanta University, 
Claflin University, Fisk 
University, Florida A. & 
M. University, Lincoln 
University, Morehouse 
College, Savannah State 
University, Spelman 
College and Tennessee 
State University 
students.

Mr. Demmette 

Guidry, founder of 
the Black American 
Music Foundation was 
graciously thanked by 
Ms. Ti-Shea Meadows 
for his inclusion of 
the Storytellers Lab 
surrounding the 
momentous bestowal 
of the “The Heart of 
Hip Heart Award” 
to the legendary Mr. 
Kurtis Blow Walker, 
a prodigious pioneer 
of storytelling. In 
addition, Ms. Ti-Shea 
Meadows rendered 
accolades to multimedia 
specialist Ms. Karla 
Winfrey, well-known 
to South Georgians, 
for her trailblazer 
contributions to the 
media industry and 
the community service 
forum and Ms. Meadows 
also articulated her 
appreciation for the 
musicality of the 
celebrated and stunning 
BoykinZ, the hugely 
talented quartet of 
sisters who riveted 
South Georgians 
during Brooks County’s 

Inaugural Juneteenth 
2023 Event.  As 
president of the Brooks 
County Historical 
Board, I. Dr. R. Marie 
Horne and the Board 
were gratified to have 
the BoykinZ phenoms 
among our performing 
Juneteenth 2023 
entourage.

These astounding 
personages singly and 
conjointly represent a 
plethora of phenomenal 
skills, passion for 
uplifting people 
and attention to the 
significant indelibility 
and importance of 
positive and dynamic 
cultural legacy and 
positive societal impact.

The first Photo in 
the PhotoCollage, 
Clockwise, shows VP, 
Ms. Ti-Shea Meadows, 
Mr. Kurtis Blow 
Walker in Center, Ms. 
Karla Walker, and Mr. 
Demmette Guidry @ far 
right. The second Photo 
shows the BoykinZ 
Sisters with Mr. Kurtis 
Blow Walker and Ms.Ti-

Shea Meadows. The 
third Photo shows Ms. 
Karla Winfrey with Mr. 
Kurtis Blow Walker and 
Ms.T-Shea Meadows.

I, Dr. R. Marie 

Horne MD and our 
QFP Readership both 
Countywide and Cross-
County salute Ms. 
T-Shea Meadows, Mr. 
Kurtis Blow Walker, 

Mr. Demmette Guidry, 
Ms. Karla Winfrey 
and the amazing 
BoykinZ for their 
inimitable cultural 
contributions.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unequaled
  5. __-fi (slang)
  8. Synthetic resin
 11. Chadic language Bura-__
 13. Influential come Election 
Day
 14. Bucket
 15. European river
 16. Earn a perfect score
 17. Horizontal passage
 18. Barely sufficient
 20. Dekaliter
 21. Goo Goo Dolls hit
 22. Australian city
 25. Female servants
 30. Plumbing fixtures
 31. Tooth caregiver
 32. Book of Esther antagonist
 33. Say aloud
 38. Thyrotrophic hormone 
 41. Absolute
 43. Untimely
 45. Area or neighborhood
 47. Juicy fruit
 49. Expresses distaste, disap-
proval
 50. S. American rodents
 55. Swedish rock group
 56. Influential American 
president
 57. Volume

 59. Begged
 60. Resinlike substance se-
creted by certain lac insects
 61. Spiritual leader of a Jew-
ish congregation
 62. Good friend
 63. Body part
 64. Tableland
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Barrels per day (abbr.)
  2. Body parts
  3. Invests in little enterprises
  4. Rock legend Turner
  5. Dug into
  6. Laughed
  7. Northern European nation
  8. San Diego ballplayer
  9. Eight
 10. Substitutes (abbr.)
 12. Moved swiftly on foot
 14. Compensated
 19. Volcano in the Philippines
 23. Speak ill of
 24. One who publishes
 25. Expression of bafflement
 26. Macaws
 27. Matchstick game
 28. We all have our own
 29. Divinatory
 34. Explosive
 35. Follows sigma

 36. Sea eagle
 37. Type of bread
 39. Bit used with a set of reins
 40. Time away from work
 41. Parts per thousand (abbr.)
 42. Lots on your plate (abbr.)
 44. Actor Brosnan
 45. It’s part of packaging
 46. Towards the oral region
 47. Public Theater creator 
Joseph
 48. Ancient Syrian city
 51. Swiss river
 52. Mollusk
 53. A French abbot
 54. Hoagies

SOLUTIONS ACROSS
  1. BEST
  5. SCI
  8. PVA
 11. PABIR
 13. PAC
 14. PAIL
 15. DRINA
 16. ACE
 17. ADIT
 18. SCANT
 20. DKL
 21. IRIS
 22. ADELAIDE
 25. HANDMAIDENS
 30. URINALS
 31. DDS
 32. HAMAN
 33. UTTER
 38. TSH

 41. PLENARY
 43. INOPPORTUNE
 45. LOCALITY
 47. PEAR
 49. FIE
 50. PACAS
 55. ABBA
 56. FDR
 57. ALBUM
 59. PLED
 60. LAC
 61. RABBI
 62. PAL
 63. EYE
 64. MESA
 
SOLUTIONS DOWN
  1. BPD
  2. EARS
  3. SBIC

  4. TINA
  5. SPADED
  6. CACKLED
  7. ICELAND
  8. PADRE
  9. VIII
 10. ALTS
 12. RAN
 14. PAID
 19. TAAL
 23. DIS
 24. ISSUER
 25. HUH
 26. ARA
 27. NIM
 28. DNA
 29. MANTIC
 34. TNT
 35. TAU
 36. ERN

 37. RYE
 39. SNAFFLE
 40. HOLIDAY
 41. PPT
 42. LOYP
 44. PIERCE
 45. LABEL
 46. ORAD
 47. PAPP
 48. EBLA
 51. AAR
 52. CLAM
 53. ABBE
 54. SUBS
 58. MIA
 
 

Artist's tribute to iconic 
Jackson family

Artist Extraor-
dinaire, Dr. Ronald 
Scott McDowell, iconic 
sculptor and muralist, 
is privileged to share 
longstanding camara-
derie, friendship and 
artistic mutualities with 
the famed Jackson Fam-
ily as America and the 
global community cel-
ebrate the life and honor 
the impact of Mr. Tito 
Jackson, the brother 
of music icon Michael 
Jackson of the Jackson 
Five Family.

Dr. McDowell has 
been favored to witness 
firsthand numerous hall-
mark family moments 
of the evolution of the 
impressively prodigious 
musical artistry of the 
Jackson progeny as well 
as interactions with the 
famed Jackson parents 
who steered their fa-
mous children’s careers 
and their professional 
development via the 
initial influential Berry 
Gordy Motown experi-
ence - which occurred 
during the gradational 
phases of their phenom-
enal impact upon global 
music and culture.

As we pay homage 
and commemoration to 
the inimitable musical-
ity and music genius 
of the Jackson Fam-
ily, we are privileged 
to be privy to some of 
the extraordinary and 
coveted photo memo-
ries in Dr. Ronald Scott 
McDowell’s plethora of 
photographic collections 
which chronicle and 
highlight some of his 
collaborations with the 
Jackson Family and a 
corp of other celebrated 
personages - individuals 
who have indelible posi-

tive impact on American 
and global art, culture, 
and productive living.

PhotoCollage One 
shows early photos of a 
Dr. Ronald Scott Mc-
Dowell, who was Mi-
chael Jackson’s actual 
art teacher in Photo 
One and Dr. McDowell’s 
photo memory of young 
Michael Jackson deliver-
ing the check personally 
to Dr. McDowell for his 
rendering of the Mc-
Dowell artistic artwork 
referable to the inside 
cover art of Michael 
Jackson’s “Thriller 
Album” cover, an album 
which garnered thirty-
two million copies sold 
worldwide by the end of 
1983 and is reputed as 
“the bestselling album 
of all time.”

PhotoCollage Two 
shows artistic render-
ings of Tito and Marlon 
Jackson (Jackson Five) 
and the famed Ms. Freda 
Payne. PhotoCollage 
Three shows an artist-
rendered McDowell 
montage of the Jackson 
Family parents/progeny 
in Photo One and Photo 
Two of Artist Dr. Ron-
ald Scott McDowell with 
music icon, Ms. Janet 
Jackson. A Photo of Dr. 
McDowell with Jack-
son Family Matriach, 
Ms. Katherine Jackson 
reflects the coveted 
camaraderie which Dr. 
McDowell enjoys with 
the multigenerational 
corps of Jacksons.

The special photo 
memories in the McDow-

ell Photo Collection re-
flects Ms. Natalie Cole’s 
appreciation of Dr. 
McDowell’s portraiture 
rendering of Ms. Natalie 
Cole, during her ex-
traordinary lifetime ca-
reer (the iconic daughter 
of iconic father, Mr. Nat 
King Cole) and the photo 
of Dr. McDowell with 
famed music producer 
and founder of Sun 
Records, who produced 
Elvis Presley songs in 
Memphis, Mr. Sam Phil-
lips, are also demonstra-
tive of the McDowell 
broad artistic influence 
in capturing myriad 
icons which transcend 
historic figures, Ameri-
can presidents, celebrity 
artists, etcetera.

A Photo of eminent 
and exemplary actress, 
Ms. Angela Bassett 
whose great grandfa-
ther, Mr. Slater Samuel 
Stokes, was born in 
1893 and raised in 
Quitman, reflects the 
camaraderie which Dr. 
Ronald Scott McDowell 
enjoys with Ms. Angela 
Bassett as she admires 
the McDowell portrai-
ture of Mrs. Rosa Parks 
(Ms. Angela Bassett’s 
phenomenal career in-
cludes an Emmy Award 
nomination for her por-
trayal of the American 
heroine and patriot in 
“The Rosa Parks Story), 
among her myriad 
awards and cinematic 
credits. A Photo of Dr. 
Ronald Scott McDowell 
shows the camarade-
rie that Dr. McDowell 
shares with Atlanta-
born music icon, Ms. 
Gladys Knight.

Dr. Ronald McDow-
ell is well-known to 
Brooks Countians and 
South Georgians in his 
mentorship and chari-
table events in conjunc-
tion with Dr. R. Marie 
Horne, Dr. Jaehneth 
Taylor, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Howell Tiller, Ms. Karla 
Winfrey and the Horne 
Foundation’s societal 
enrichment and commu-
nity services.

I, Dr. R. Marie Horne 
MD, and the QFP Read-
ership, salute the volu-
minous contributions of 
Artist Extraordinaire, 
Dr. Ronald Scott Mc-
Dowell!
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Doc's Special Messages
By:Dr. R. Marie Horne MD

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unsheared sheep
  5. Rock TV channel
  8. Streetcar
 12. Concerning
 14. Exclamation
 15. Greek goddess of youth
 16. Popular type of device
 18. Alcoholic beverage
 19. Ancient Olympic Site
 20. Sharpshoots
 21. Tyrion Lannister was char-
acterized as one
 22. Pointed ends of pens
 23. Measuring instruments
 26. Midsection body part
 30. Made a mistake
 31. Adjusted
 32. “Partridge” actress Susan
 33. Yell
 34. Civil rights city in Ala-
bama
 39. Young boy
 42. Type of sea bass
 44. To call (archaic)
 46. Unfortunate
 47. Separate oneself from 
others
 49. Hero sandwiches

 50. Spy group
 51. Florida is famous for them
 56. Irritating individuals
 57. Luck
 58. Hunting expedition
 59. WWII diarist Frank
 60. Peyton’s younger brother
 61. Type of wrap
 62. Type of overseas tax or 
levy
 63. Soviet Socialist Republic
 64. Wake up

CLUES DOWN
  1. Works of body art
  2. Israeli politician Abba
  3. Renowned desert
  4. Eat greedily
  5. She didn't make it through 
the Fr. Revolution
  6. Beat
  7. Bloodsucker
  8. From a place already noted
  9. Counted on
 10. Alberta Assn. of Baccalau-
reate World Schools
 11. Something one can make
 13. One who abstains
 17. Wild ox

 24. Type of student
 25. Bacterial infection of the 
skin
 26. Expresses surprise
 27. What engaged couples ulti-
mately say
 28. Crony
 29. Where one begins (abbr.)
 35. Architectural designation
 36. “Matt Houston” actor 
Horsley
 37. More (Spanish)
 38. Autonomic nervous 
system
 40. Indigenous peoples
 41. Deflections
 42. Circulating life force
 43. Executes with a rope
 44. Natives of an island nation
 45. Girls
 47. Logician and philosopher
 48. Nocturnal hoofed animal
 49. Relaxing spaces
 52. From a distance
 53. Form of Persian language
 54. Amounts of time
 55. Mathematical designation

SOLUTIONS ACROSS
  1. TEGG
  5. MTV
  8. TRAM
 12. ABOUT
 14. AHA
 15. HEBE
 16. TABLET
 18. RUM
 19. ELIS
 20. SNIPES
 21. IMP
 22. NIBS
 23. TIME PIECES
 26. HIPBONE
 30. ERRED
 31. ADAPTED
 32. DEY
 33. HOLLA

 34. SELMA
 39. LAD
 42. CHILEAN
 44. CLEPE
 46. HAPLESS
 47. QUARANTINE
 49. SUBS
 50. CIA
 51. GLADES
 56. PIAS
 57. HAP
 58. SAFARI
 59. ANNE
 60. ELI
 61. SARAN
 62. SESS
 63. SSR
 64. RISE

SOLUTIONS DOWN
  1. TATS
  2. EBAN
  3. GOBI
  4. GULP
  5. MARIE
  6. THUMPED
  7. VAMPIRE
  8. THENCE
  9. RELIED
 10. ABIBS
 11. MESS
 13. TEETOTALER
 17. TESINE
 24. MED
 25. ERYSIPELAS
 26. HAH
 27. I DO
 28. PAL

 29. BPL
 35. ELL
 36. LEE
 37. MAS
 38. ANS
 40. APACHES
 41. DENIALS
 42. CHI
 43. HANGS
 44. CUBANS
 45. LASSES
 47. QUINE
 48. TAPIR
 49. SPAS
 52. AFAR
 53. DARI
 54. ERAS
 55. SINE 
 

How FEMA disaster assistance works 
After the President 

approved Georgia’s Ma-
jor Disaster Declaration, 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA)’s Individual As-
sistance (IA) program is 
now available for those af-
fected in approved Coun-
ties.

 For more questions or 
assistance, please visit 
DisasterAssistance.gov or 
call the FEMA Hotline at 
1-800-621-3362. You may 
also download the FEMA 
app here to submit your 
application.  

How FEMA’s Individ-
ual Assistance Program 
Works:  

FEMA’s Individual As-
sistance program offers 
Federal funding for indi-
viduals impacted by natu-
ral disasters, including 
for those who incur hous-
ing costs, food costs, and 
for other vital supplies. 
This may include:  

• Rental Assistance: 
Money you can use to rent 
housing if you are dis-
placed from your home 
because of the disaster. 

• Lodging Expense Re-
imbursement: Money to 
reimburse you for emer-
gency lodging expenses, 
such as hotel or motel, if 
you are displaced from 
your home because of the 
disaster. 

• Home Repair or Re-
placement: Money to help 
you repair or replace your 
home damaged by the di-
saster. The money can also 
help with pre-existing 
damage to parts of your 
home where the disaster 
caused further damage. 

• Accessibility Needs: 
Money to help survivors 
with a disability with spe-
cific repairs to make sure 
their home is accessible, 
such as exterior ramp, 
grab bars, and paved path 
to the home entrance 

• Immediate Needs: 
Money to help you pay for 
immediate needs such as 
water, food, first aid, pre-
scriptions, infant formu-
la, breastfeeding equip-
ment, diapers, personal 
hygiene items and fuels 
for transportation. 

• Displacement: Mon-
ey to help with immediate 
housing needs if you can-
not return to your home 
because of the disaster. 
The money can be used to 
stay in a hotel, with fam-
ily and friends or other 
options while you look for 
a rental unit. 

• Personal Property: 
Money to help you repair 
or replace appliances, 
room furnishings, and a 
personal or family com-
puter damaged by the 
disaster. This can also 
include money for books, 
uniforms, tools, addition-
al computers and other 
items required for school 
or work, including self-
employment. 

• Medical/Dental: 
Money to help you pay 
for expenses because the 
disaster caused an injury 
or illness. This money 
can also be used to help 
replace medical/dental 
equipment, breastfeeding 
equipment, or prescribed 
medicine damaged or lost 
because of the disaster. 

• Childcare: Money to 
help you pay for increased 
or unplanned for child-
care expenses caused by 
the disaster. 

• Transportation: 
Money to help you repair 
or replace a vehicle dam-
aged by the disaster when 
you don’t have another 
vehicle you can use. 

• Moving and Storage 
Expenses: Money to help 
you move and store per-
sonal property from your 
home to prevent addition-
al damage, usually while 

you are making repairs to 
your home or moving to a 
new place due to the disas-
ter. 

How to Apply: 
1. Check Eligibility: 

Visit disasterassistance.
gov and click “let’s get 
started” on the homepage 
to check if you are eligible. 

2. Gather Personal In-
formation: You'll need to 
have as much of the fol-
lowing info ready as you 
can: Home, mailing, and 
email addresses; phone 
number; Social Security 
number (SSN); banking 
and insurance info. 

3. Fill Out the Applica-
tion: Enter as much de-
tail as you can. You can 
go back to your account 
later to enter anything 
you don’t have handy 
now. 

4. Review & Submit: 
Check what you've en-
tered, make changes if 
you need to, and send 
your application to 
FEMA. Remember to 
save and keep your Ap-
plication ID. You’ll need 
it anytime you talk with 
FEMA. 

What Happens After 
You Apply: 

1. FEMA Reviews 
Your Application: If 
FEMA can't qualify you 
based on your application 
alone, they may request 
more info or to inspect 
your home. 

2. Check Your Email: 
FEMA will email you 
when you have messages 
on your account. 

3. Check Your Status: 
You can sign in to your 
account at any time to 
check the status of your 
application. 

4. Get Payment: If 
you qualify, FEMA will 
send a payment using 
the method you choose, 
either through direct de-
posit or a check by mail.

Georgia farmers, foresters still 
awaiting Helene disaster relief

Quintessential Mr. Quarterman

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Carved into
  7. __ Rogers, cowboy
 10. Unruly locale
 12. Edible mushroom
 13. Influential noblemen
 14. Rattling breaths
 15. David __ George, Brit. 
P.M.
 16. Musician Clapton
 17. Small Eurasian deer
 18. Invests in little enterprises
 19. Perimeter
 21. Chicago ballplayer
 22. Animal body part
 27. It’s everywhere these days
 28. Fictional ad exec
 33. Mr. T character Baracus
 34. Against the current
 36. Subway rodent
 37. Armor plate
 38. Hair on the head
 39. Strong insect
 40. Swollen lymph node
 41. A way to lessen

 44. Walter White poison 
 45. Sleeveless garment
 48. Long accompanied song
 49. Without features
 50. Yankee great Mattingly
 51. Removes from record
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Root of taro plant
  2. Those ones
  3. Appliances have one
  4. A way to sing
  5. Midway between east and 
southeast
  6. Animal dwelling
  7. An object that as survived 
from the past
  8. Oil cartel
  9. Affirmative
 10. Foul smell
 11. Brisk tempo
 12. S. American indigenous 
person
 14. Restored
 17. Official

 18. Skin lesions
 20. Electroencephalograph
 23. Middle Eastern country
 24. Extremely angry
 25. Title used before a 
woman’s name
 26. British thermal unit
 29. By the way (abbr.)
 30. Anger
 31. Nullifies
 32. Ones who acquire
 35. Time zone
 36. Arabic name
 38. Protein in mucus
 40. Ballpoint pen
 41. Mimics
 42. Humans have a lot of it
 43. Expressions of good wishes
 44. Cool!
 45. One point east of due south
 46. City of Angels football 
team (abbr.)
 47. A way to save for retire-
ment

SOLUTIONS ACROSS
  1. ETCHED
  7. ROY
 10. MADHOUSE
 12. CEPE
 13. ALDERMEN
 14. RALES
 15. LLOYD
 16. ERIC
 17. ROE
 18. SBIC
 19. EDGE
 21. CUB
 22. FORELIMB
 27. AI
 28. ROGER STER-
LING

 33. BA
 34. UPSTREAM
 36. RAT
 37. EGIS
 38. MANE
 39. ANT
 40. BUBO
 41. ABATE
 44. RICIN
 45. SLIPOVER
 48. ARIA
 49. BARENESS
 50. DON
 51. ERASES
 
SOLUTIONS DOWN
  1. EDDO

  2. THEY
  3. CORD
  4. HUM
  5. ESE
  6. DEN
  7. RELIC
  8. OPEC
  9. YES
 10. MALODOR
 11. ALLEGRO
 12. CARIB
 14. REBUILT
 17. REF
 18. SCARS
 20. EEG
 23. LEBANON
 24. IRATE

 25. MS
 26. BTU
 29. EP
 30. IRE
 31. NEGATES
 32. GAINERS
 35. MST
 36. RABIA
 38. MUCIN
 40. BIRO
 41. APES
 42. BONE
 43. AVES
 44. RAD
 45. SBE
 46. LAR
 47. IRA

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

It's been nearly a year 
since Hurricane Helene 
tore through a large 
swath of South Georgia 
during the last week of 
September, killing 37 and 
causing widespread flood-
ing and power outages.

While blocked roads 
have long been cleared 

and power restored, Geor-
gia farmers and foresters 
are still waiting for a full 
measure of disaster relief 
to replant crops and trees 
lost to the storm.

But Georgia elected of-
ficials say help is finally 
on the way. The state 
Department of Agricul-
ture is working with its 
federal counterpart on a 
block grant that should 

go a long way toward put-
ting farmers, ranchers, 
and timber owners on the 
road to recovery.

"It seems like it's down 
to the attorneys dotting 
the 'i's' and crossing the 
't's' " said Will Bentley, 
president of the Georgia 
Agribusiness Council.

Georgia's ag indus-
try needs a lot of relief. 
Helene wreaked at least 
$5.5 billion in damage to 
crops, ranches, poultry 
houses, orchards, and 
timberland.

"At that time of year, 
cotton was close to being 
picked," Bentley said. 
"The pecan industry 
was devastated. ... We 
lost hundreds of poultry 
houses. It's been hard to 
build back."

Congress moved quick-
ly by its usually plod-
ding standards, passing 
a bipartisan relief pack-
age last December that 
earmarked $21 billion 
in relief to farmers who 
suffered losses from He-
lene in Georgia and other 
affected states. The fed-
eral package also was in 
response to other natural 
disasters across the coun-
try.

At the state level, Gov. 
Brian Kemp redirected 
$100 million from a capi-
tal projects fund to pro-
vide financial support for 
farmers affected by the 
storm and debris clean-
up for owners of dam-
aged timberland. Then 
in March, the General 
Assembly set aside $867 
million for disaster relief 
as part of the fiscal 2025 
mid-year budget.

But farmers and timber 
owners still are far from 
being made whole. U.S. 
Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., 
complained in a letter in 
July to U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Brooke Roll-
ins and Georgia Commis-
sioner of Agriculture Ty-
ler Harper that the block 
grant was taking too long 
to negotiate.

"Although some funds 
have been made avail-
able at the national level 
through USDA, many of 
Georgia's farmers and 
producers who were most 
affected by Hurricane 
Helene are not eligible for 
this assistance and tell me 
they are instead counting 
on a block grant," Ossoff 
wrote.

Gray, Johns to be
married September 20

Lonnie Paul Johns and NaTasha Denise Gray are set 
to be married on September 20 in Quitman.

NaTasha Denise Gray and Lonnie Paul Johns are 
pleased to announce their upcoming wedding on Sep-
tember 20.

The bride is the daughter of Larry Gray Sr. of Val-
dosta and the late Lizzie Mae Gosier of Quitman. Pa-
ternal grandparents are the late Leroy Gray Sr. and 
Liza Gray. Maternal grandparents are the late Frank 
Gosier and Lucky Philips-Gosier.

NaTasha is a graduate of Brooks County High 
School and Georgia Military College. She is employed 
as a realtor with The American Dream Realty and re-
cently received her Real Estate Brokers’ Licesne.

The groom is the son of the late David Johns Sr and 
Mrs. Bobbie White. Paternal grandparents are the 
late Mr. Lonnie Johns Sr. and Mrs. Luconia Gunsby 
Johns. Maternal grandparents are the late Mr. Ran 
‘Big Dent’ Denson and Mrs. Carrie Denson.. 

Lonnie is a graduate of Wiregrass Tech and hold a 
commercial driving license. He is currently employed 
as a Sanderson Farms Truck Driver.

The wedding ceremony will take place on Saturday, 
September 20, 2025 at the Quitman Country Club. 
Invitations will be sent.


