
ATTACHMENT A 
City of Valdosta 

Reported Spills of Raw Sewage into Waters of the State 
September 1, 2022- February 28, 2023 

NPDES Permit Nos. GA0020222 and GA0033235 
 

Reported Spills of Raw Sewage into Waters of the State 
No. Date Spill 

Occurred 
Location of Spill Volume 

(gallons) 
Waterway Impacted Cause 

1 2022-09-23 Buena Vista Dr 1,250 Sheri Lake Tributary Grease 
2 2022-10-13 2501 Buena Vista Cir 110 Sheri Lake Debris 
3 2023-02-08 1700 River St 1,170 Hightower Creek Separated Sewer 

Line 
4 2023-02-15 1810 E Park Ave 672,250 Knights Creek Collapsed Sewer 

Line 
5 2023-02-20 1810 E Park Ave 171,750 Knights Creek Bypass Installation 
6 2023-02-22 1810 E Park Ave 119,000 Knights Creek Bypass Installation 

and Sediment 
Blockages 

 



ATTACHMENT B 
City of Valdosta 

Permit Limit Violations- Mud Creek WPCP 
September 1, 2022- February 28, 2022 

NPDES Permit No. GA0020222 
 

No. DMR Month Violation Reported  Permitted 
1 Sept 2022 Ammonia Weekly Avg Load 26.0 kg/d <=22.9 kg/d 
2 Sept 2022 Ammonia Weekly Avg Conc 2.72 mg/L <=2.25 mg/L 
3 Jan 2023 Ammonia Weekly Avg Load 101.4 kg/d <=22.9 kg/d 
4 Jan 2023 Ammonia Weekly Avg Conc 11.9 mg/L <=2.25 mg/L 
5 Feb 2023 Ammonia Weekly Avg Load 48.0 kg/d <=22.9 kg/d 
6 Feb 2023 Ammonia Weekly Avg Conc 4.4 mg/L <=2.25 mg/L 

 



ATTACHMENT C 

City of Valdosta  

Ammonia Notice of Violation Letters from City 

September 1, 2022- February 28, 2023 

NPDES Permit Nos. GA0020222 and GA0033235 











ATTACHMENT D 

City of Valdosta  

Fish Kill Report 

September 24, 2022- September 25, 2022 

NPDES Permit Nos. GA0020222 and GA0033235 



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

CTS#

Investigation Summary (EPD use only)

1 Water Body

2 County Lowndes

3 Nearest City/Town Valdosta

4 Major River Basin Willacoochee

5 Estimated Start of Kill UNK

6 Date Investigation Started September 24, 2022 Investigation Ended September 25, 2022

Latitude Longitude

7 Upper Kill Extent 30.84611 -83.28778 degrees

8 Lower Kill Extent 30.84306 -83.31278 degrees

9 Length of Kill (stream) 1.52 miles

10 Area of Kill (lake/pond) acres

Municipal Industrial   Agricultural   Transportation

11 Pollution Source Construction Residential Dumping Commercial
("x" all that apply)

Mining Recreational Other (Describe):

12 Pollutant or Factor(ex. low DO)

13
Threatened or Endangered 

Fish Species Killed
        Yes               No If "yes", see Table 2 for species.

Number of Fish Killed 2,077

Value of Fish Killed $2,581.90
WRD Investigative Costs $2,064.76 +

GRAND TOTAL COST $4,646.66

14 Fish Count Method Complete Count Sub-Sample

15 Assessed magnitude & extent of fish kill using methods outlined in Southwick & Loftus 2017         Yes                     No

Name Title Phone

16 WRD Investigator(s) Jim Page Sr. Fisheries Biologist 912-285-6485

Chad Sexton Fisheries Tech 3 912-285-6094

Prepared By

Jim Page

Sr. Fisheries Biologist
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Sewage suspected

One Mile Branch

This investigation was supported with state and federal funds allocated to the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division, Fisheries Section.

x



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Initial Report One Mile Branch (Lowndes Co.)

Name Affiliation Phone
17 WRD Staffer Reported To Jim Page WRD 912-285-6485

18 Reported By Jacob Coldren (EPD)

19 Date/Time Reported 9/24/2022 Time 12:05pm hours 

20 Information Provided

Name Affiliation Phone
21 Observed By Scott Fowler City of Valdosta 229-259-3592

22 Date/Time Observed 9/23/2022 Time 6:00pm hours

23 Information Provided

Name Phone Time Contacted
24 SOC Operator # (ex. 132) 1-800-241-4113 12:04pm hours
25 EPD Duty Officer (ERT) Jacob Coldren 912-506-9533 12:05pm hours
26 EPD On-Scene Coordinator hours

Investigation

27

Describe body of water 

characteristics (flow, water 

level, color, residues, odors)

28 Climactic conditions

29 Condition of dead fish Dead <48 hours Dead >48 hours

30 Were fish still dying         Yes             No

31 List non-fish species killed * No monetary value assigned.

32 Decribe how kill occurred

33 Investigator's conclusion
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EOC sent text to Jim Page @12:04pm.  Jim Page contacted the number provided and it was Jacob 

Coldren with EPD.  Mr. Coldren informed Mr. Page that a fish kill had been reported as a result of a 

potential fuel, chemical, or sewage spill.

1 frog

Upon arrival onsite to the fish kill, WRD employees met with Scott Fowler and other City of Valdosta 

employees.  Mr. Fowler reported that, through his investigative efforts, he felt the spill occurred from 

an unknown fuel/fluid that leaked from equipment parked in a parking lot near where One MIle Branch 

Creek crosses North Oak Street.  However, based on the location of the uppermost dead fish as 

observed by WRD personnel, it appears the kill started just downstream of the temporary sewage line 

hooked up to the lift station located near the intersection of where One Mile Branch creek crosses 

North Patterson Street.   WRD personnel assessed approximately 1000m of the 2446m kill zone.  The 

presence of no distressed fish and live fish throughout the creek confirmed that dissolved oxygen levels 

were good and the threat of additional fish kills appeared to be over.

Given the presence of dead fish within the affected stream reach and the proximity of the uppermost observed dead 

fish (71meters downstream from the repaired wastewater lift station), the data collected and my field observations 

during the investigation, I can reasonably conclude that sewage was a contributing factor to the fish kill (Figure 1; 

Photo 1).  Additionally, a potential unknown second fluid may have entered the creek from the parking lot at the 

intersection of where One Mile Branch creek intersects North Oak Street based on the presence of absorbtion cloths 

and fluid mark lines (Photo 2).  While I am uncertain of the potential fluid that may have spilled nor the quantity that 

may have entered the creek, it is feasible that such fluid could have contributed to fish mortality downstream of that 

spill site.  However, I can reasonably conclude that any spill from the downstream fluid site (Photo 2) would not have 

resulted in fish dying upstream of this point.  The timeframe of either event happening is unknown.  Based on fish 

condition (e.g. fish were in a state of advanced decay), one can reasonably conclude that the kill happened at least 48 

hours or more before WRD arrived.

Small flowing creek running near Valdosta State University.  Creek had pungent fecal odor and what 

appeared to be brown scum on water surface in several spots. 

Sunny, 80

Distressed fish symptoms:



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Figure 1.  Map of sites visited by WRD Fisheries personnel during a   9/24/2022 fish kill investigation on  

One Mile Branch, Valdosta, Georgia. (Lowndes Co.)

Sites are identified in the report text and in Table 1.  Fish kill zone is highlighted in red.

Insert map here
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Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Table 1.  Water chemistry measurements taken by WRD Fisheries Section personnel during a fish kill investigation on   One Mile Branch,

Valdosta, Georgia. (Lowndes Co.) Site numbers are identified in Figure 1.

Site 

Number Site Description Date

Time 

(military)

Temp. 

(Co)1

DO 

(mg/l)1

Conductivity 

(us/cm)1 pH 2

Total 

Hardness 

(mg/L)2

Total 

Alkalinity 

(mg/L)2 Other

1 Above fish kill 9/25/2022 11:00 88 5.5 24 20

2 Within fish kill 9/25/2022 10:30 113 20

3 Below fish kill 9/24/2022 17:00 113

Other locations

1 Meter model: 2 Hach kit model: 

Serial #:
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Drop Count Titration Kit



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Table 2.  Numbers and monetary values of dead fish observed during a 9/24/2022

WRD Fisheries Section fish kill investigation on One Mile Branch,

Valdosta, Georgia. (Lowndes Co.)

Species Total Number Total Value
1

Sunfish spp. (Lepomis spp. ) 1,724 $2,065.60

Bullhead Catfish (Ameirus  spp.) 15 $31.43

Lake Chubsucker (Erimyzon sucetta ) 2 $9.17

Largemouth Bass (Micropterus salmoides ) 44 $242.81

Golden Shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas ) 5 $3.94

Mosquitofish (Gambusia  spp.) 286 $228.95

TOTAL 2,077 $2,581.90
1 Southwick, R.I. and A.J. Loftus, editors.  2017.  Investigation and Monetary Values of Fish and 

Freshwater Mollusk Kills .  American Fisheries Society, Special Publication 35, Bethesda, Maryland, 165pp.

Table 3.  Investigative costs associated with a 9/24/2022

WRD Fisheries Section fish kill investigation on One Mile Branch,

Valdosta, Georgia. (Lowndes Co.)

Personnel Effort (hours) Rate ($/hour) Value

Sr. Fisheries Biologist 18.0 $54.88 $987.87

Fisheries Tech 3 16.0 $40.43 $646.89

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Vehicle (Decal #) Miles Rate ($/mile) Value

136043 256 $0.625 $160.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

Chemicals, Supplies, Photocopying 270 $270.00

TOTAL $2,064.76
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Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Photos taken by WRD Fisheries Section personnel during a 9/24/2022 fish kill investigation on One Mile Branch,

(Lowndes Co.)

Photo 1.

Photo 2.

Page 6

Temporary sewer line hookup site (black pipe runs downstream in middle of creekbed)

Unknown fluid (e.g. fuel, hydraulic fluid, etc.) spill located approximately 270m downstream of temporary sewer line hookup and 

approximately 200m downstream of uppermost dead fish observed. 

Valdosta,Georgia.

Paste photo here

ce
n

te
r lin

e



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Photos taken by WRD Fisheries Section personnel during a 9/24/2022 fish kill investigation on One Mile Branch,

(Lowndes Co.)

Photo 3.

Photo 4.
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Valdosta,Georgia.

Temporary sewage pipe running along creek bed

Most upstream dead fish observed, located 71m downsteam of the Temporary Sewer line hookup (photo 1) and approximately 

200m upstream of the potential fluid spill site (photo 2)

Paste photo here

cen
te

r lin
e



Public Waters Pollution Caused Fish Kill Investigation Reporting Form

Photos taken by WRD Fisheries Section personnel during a 9/24/2022 fish kill investigation on One Mile Branch,

(Lowndes Co.)

Photo 5.

Photo 6.
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Valdosta,Georgia.

Location of upstream Temporary sewer line hookup; uppermost dead fish observed; and possible fluid spill site

Paste photo here

cen
ter lin

e



ATTACHMENT E 
City of Valdosta 

Permit Limit Violations- Withlacoochee WPCP 
September 1, 2022- February 28, 2022 

NPDES Permit No. GA0033235 
 

No. DMR Month Violation Reported  Permitted 
1 Sept 2022 BOD Monthly Avg Conc 7.3 mg/L <=4.0 mg/L 
2 Sept 2022 BOD Weekly Avg Conc 8.5 mg/L <=6.0 mg/L 
3 Oct 2022 BOD Monthly Avg Load 149.1 kg/d <=121.0 kg/d 
4 Oct 2022 BOD Weekly Avg Load 197.2 kg/d <=152.0 kg/d 
5 Oct 2022 BOD Monthly Avg Conc 10.6 mg/L <=4.0 mg/L 
6 Oct 2022 BOD Weekly Avg Conc 14.1 mg/L <=6.0 mg/L 

 



ATTACHMENT F 

City of Valdosta  

BOD Notice of Violation Letters from the City 

September 1, 2022- February 28, 2023 

NPDES Permit Nos. GA0020222 and GA0033235 















ATTACHMENT G 

City of Valdosta  

SBR Effluent Sampling Lab Reports 

September 1, 2022- February 28, 2023 

NPDES Permit Nos. GA0020222 and GA0033235 
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