The mine is located within the St. Marys River watershed with the hydrologic divide at the mine site
impacting both the swamp and upper St. Marys River to the west and the main stem of the St. Marys to
the east.

There is no wall in the Okefenokee Swamp between the St. Marys and Suwannee River watersheds. Any
change in the level or composition of the swamp water will affect all of the Okefenokee Swamp, and the
Suwannee River, which drains about 85% of the swamp. Lower water levels would mean more difficult
boating on the paddle trails and motor boat tour routes, affecting the economy as well as wildlife. There is
scientific evidence that the swamp exchanges surface waters with underground waters all the way down to
the Floridan Aquifer.’

All of south Georgia and north Florida drinks from that underground water, which also feeds the
numerous springs along the Suwannee, Santa Fe, Withlacoochee, and other Rivers in the Springs
Heartland of Florida. Any lowered water level or dewatering of the surface around the Swamp increases
the risk of fires. The 2007 Bugaboo fire spread smoke west across the Suwannee River Basin, causing
respiratory distress 80 miles away in Quitman, continuing 450 miles to Meridian, Mississippi. Southwards
the smoke closed I-75 and went 370 miles to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. North it went 250 miles to Atlanta.
What happens around the Okefenokee Swamp can have widespread effects.

TPM has a bad environmental track record eliminating confidence that they can do what they are saying
without harming the surrounding ecosystem. TPM, while processing tailings at two of the four Chemours
titanium mines on Trail Ridge in north Florida, spilled wastewater during Hurricane Irma. Because of that
and other infractions, TPM is still under a Florida Consent Order.® Yet Twin Pines promises not to spill
wastewater next to the Okefenokee Swamp or surrounding waterways. The people behind TPM also
started two biomass plants in north Georgia, one of which caused a massive fish kill, and both of which
caused the state to pass a law to stop them burning railroad ties. TPM proposes to use multiple
experimental techniques to minimize environmental impacts including draglines, evaporators, and placing
a layer of bentonite horizontally to name a few. This mine is not worth risking the swamp and its rivers or
underground waters.

Although this is a state permit issue, we, the Waterkeepers of Georgia, are asking all Waterkeepers to:

1. File public comment expressing concerns and opposition for this mine specifically on the Mining
Land Use Plan. https://epd.georgia.gov/twin-pines

2. Ask your elected officials to file comments to Georgia EPD in support of preserving the
Okefenokee Swamp and surrounding waterways.

3. Ask your Congress members to urge the U.S. Interior Department to list the Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge as a candidate for designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.’

Please do whichever of these things you can do.
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