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Yes, there is coral in Georgia, agatized fossil coral, located in extreme Southern Georgia 

 at the Withlacoochee River here in Lowndes County. 
  

ñCoral is the outside skeleton of tiny ocean animals called polyps, which live in colonies attached to hard 

underwater surfaces. When alive, polyps combine their own carbon dioxide with the lime in warm sea-

water to form a limestone-like hard surface, or coral. Agatized fossil coral occurs when silica-rich 

groundwater percolates through the fossil coral and, over time, replaces the limy corals with a form of 

quartz known as chalcedony. This long process (20 to 30 million years) results in the formation of a 

ñpseudomorph,ò meaning that one mineral has replaced another without having lost its original form.  

          Agatized fossil coral can exhibit a wide range of natural colors, ranging from white and pink to 

brown, gray, black, yellow, and red. Different trace minerals in the agate create the colors. Agatized coral 

is found in three main Florida locations: Tampa Bay, the Econfina River, and the Withlacoochee/

Suwannee riverbeds; and in Georgia, the Withlacoochee riverbed and banks. It is Floridaôs state stone, so 

designated in 1979.ò (from Rockhounding Florida) 

Georgia Coral  
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Withlacoochee River, Lowndes County, Agatized Coral 
 

     The corals pictured on pages 2 and 3 in this newsletter are in the Lowndes County Historical Society Museum 

collection. They were obtained from Apalachee Minerals in Tallahassee, Florida, with all sourced as Withlacoochee 

River Lowndes County. The separate photographs on page 3 are of the same coral formation, one taken with stand-

ard lighting and the other with fluorescent. 

     The Lowndes County Historical Museum is not an active collector of agatized corals but has specimens to ex-

hibit as they are a surprising and  interesting part of Lowndes County natural history. 
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The article below (Museum ACQ # 2009-010-029) is from the extensive Helen Carter Schroer Collection in the museum ar-

chives. The society, founded in 1967, began active archiving of clippings in 1971. Without these preserved and donated personal 

collections we would not have informative articles such as the  one below.  

The óFunny Looking Rocksô ended up being ancient agatized coral. I-75 was still new  and not completed to Atlanta. Carroll 

Scruggs was wanting to show something ñoriginal and native to Georgiaò to the many northern tourists stopping at Howard 

Johnson Motel. This article is the earliest publicly published record of  ñGeorgia Coralò  in our museum archives. 


