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TBELs aim to prevent pollution by requiring a minimum level of effluent quality that is attainable 

using demonstrated technologies for reducing discharges of pollutants or pollution into the waters 

of the State.  TBELs are developed independently of the potential impact of a discharge on the 

receiving water, which is addressed through water quality standards and WQBELs.  The NPDES 

regulations at 40 C.F.R. §125.3(a) require NPDES permit writers to develop technology-based 

treatment requirements, consistent with CWA section 301(b), that represent the minimum level 

of control that must be imposed in a permit. The regulation also requires permit writers to include 

in permits additional or more stringent effluent limitations and conditions, including those 

necessary to protect water quality.  

 

40 CFR Part §122.44(a)(1) requires that NPDES permits include applicable technology-based 

limitations and standards, while regulations at § 125.3(a)(1) state that TBELs for publicly owned 

treatment works must be based on secondary treatment standards and tKH� ³HTXLYDOHQW� WR�

VHFRQGDU\�WUHDWPHQW�VWDQGDUGV´�����&)5�3DUW������� �7KH�UHJXODWLRQ�DSSOLHV�WR�DOO�327:V�DQG�

identifies the technology-based performance standards achievable based on secondary treatment 

for five-day biochemical oxygen demand (BOD5), total suspended solids (TSS), and pH. 

 

 The table below shows the secondary treatment standards: 

 

Parameter Secondary Treatment Standards 

 30-day Average 7-day Average 

BOD5 30 mg/L 45 mg/L 

TSS  30 mg/L 45 mg/L 

TSS & BOD5 removal (concentration) ����� -- 

pH (Daily Minimum ± Daily Maximum) 6.0-9.0 S.U. 

 

4.2 Reasonable Potential Analysis (RPA) 

 

EPA regulations at 40 C.F.R. §122.44(d)(1)(i��VWDWH��³/LPLWDWLRQV�PXVW�FRQWURO�DOO�SROOXWDQWV�RU�

pollutant parameters (either conventional, nonconventional, or toxic pollutants) which the 

Director determines are or may be discharged at a level that will cause, have the reasonable 

potential to cause, or contribute to an excursion above any [s]tate water quality standard, 

LQFOXGLQJ�>V@WDWH�QDUUDWLYH�FULWHULD�IRU�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\�´� 

 

EPA regulations at 40 C.F.R. §122.44(d)(1)(ii) require States to develop procedures for 

determining whether a discharge causes, has the reasonable potential to cause, or contributes to 

an instream excursion above a narrative or numeric criterion within a state water. If such 

reasonable potential is determined to exist, the NPDES permit must contain pollutant effluent 

limits and/or effluent limits for whole effluent toxicity.  Georgia has reasonable potential 

procedures, based upon the specific category of pollutants and/or specific pollutant of concern. 

Chemical specific and biomonitoring data and other pertinent information in (3'¶V�ILOHV�ZLOO�EH�

considered in accordance with the review procedures specified in the GA Rules and Regulations 

for Water Quality Control, Chapter 391-3-6 in the evaluation of a permit application and in the 

evaluation of the reasonable potential for a discharge to cause an exceedance in the numeric or 

narrative criteria. 

The term ³SROOXWDQW´ is defined in CWA section 502(6) and 40 C.F.R. §122.2.  Pollutants are 

grouped into three categories under the NPDES program: conventional, toxic, and 


