Figure 6: The Cody Scarp (or Escarpment) is an area of relatively steep
Streamflow Conditions topographical change that runs across north Florida. The geology above
October 2025 the Scarp consists of sandy soils over thick layers of mostly impermeable
sediments such as clay. Streams are well-developed with dendritic (tree-

like) drainage patterns. Because of the impermeable sediments, rainfall is

collected in ever-growing surface streams as the land elevation

falls. Below the Scarp, sandy soils overlay porous limestone.

These areas are internally drained, meaning rainfall runs

directly into the ground or into sinkholes instead of forming

streams. In these areas, rainfall directly recharges the

aquifer, which in turn discharges into rivers via springs and

Alapaha/ river bed seepage. The Scarp is important to the area's

Alapaha @ hydrology because it demarcates areas where streamflow

is dependent almost entirely on recent rainfall and areas

where streamflow is heavily influenced by

groundwater.
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These gages are operated by the USGS
Coastal Rivers Basin and funded by a number of private and public
entities, including the SRWMD, SIRWMD,
FDEP, Nestle Waters North America,
Packaging Corporation of America, and the

Hiah i i Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
19 ' Suwannee River Basin Environmental Protection Division (EPD).
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