
PO Box 88, Hahira, GA 31632
850-290-2350

wwalswatershed@gmail.com
www.wwals.net

WWALS is an IRS 501(c)(3)
nonprofit charity est. June 2012.

WWALS advocates for conservation
and stewardship of the surface
waters and groundwater of the

Suwannee River Basin and Estuary,
in south Georgia and north Florida,
among them the Withlacoochee,

Willacoochee, Alapaha, Little, Santa
Fe, and Suwannee River watersheds,

through education, awareness,
environmental monitoring, and

citizen activities.

December 6, 2023

To: Ouitia Jolly
Recreational Trails Program
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive S.E., Suite 1370
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
(404) 463-1779
Ouitia.Jolly@dnr.ga.gov

Re: WWALS Water Trail Brochures and Signs in Educational RTP

Ms. Jolly,

WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. (WWALS) would like to apply for an educational
Recreational Trails Program grant. WWALS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charity, Tax ID
Number 46-2656118. Here is a rough sketch of the application.

What Quantity Cost Subtotal

Total Project Cost: 100% $6,218.00

RTP Funds Requested: 80% $4,974.40

Cash Match: 20% $1,243.60

At-Water Signs WLRWT 6 $61 $366

ARWT 4 $61 $244

SRWT 3 $61 $183

Spares 9 $61 $549

Road Signs WLRWT 4 $300 $1,200

ARWT 1 $300 $300

SRWT 3 $300 $900

Rack Cards WLRWT 5,000 $0.0492 $492.07

ARWT 5,000 $0.0492 $492.00

Design: $1,000 $1,000

We acknowledge that this is a reimbursement grant, that it requires a 20% cash match, and
that the grant term is one year from the date of the grant agreement, by which time the
project must be completed. In addition to the cash match, we will provide volunteer hours
designing, preparing, and distributing cards and signs, planting signs at the water, holding
educational events (paddle outings, cleanups, webinars, etc.). The cards and signs contain
URLs and QRcodes leading people to our more extensive online educational materials,
with text, tables, pictures, and interactive maps: http://wwals.net/water-trails/ These online
materials list, describe, and often picture numerous points of interest such as relics or sites
of old bridges (rail and road) and fords, obstacles such as deadfalls or power lines,
beaches, waterfalls, geology, plants, and animals.
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Alapaha River Water Trail (ARWT)

All the ARWT public access points are listed here:
http://wwals.net/maps/alapaha-water-trail/arwt-map/arwt-access/

ARWT Brochures
Thanks to DNR for funding printing the third edition of the revised Alapaha River Water
Trail (ARWT) Z-fold brochures. See the small images on the left, and larger online here:
http://wwals.net/pictures/2019-10-17--wt-brochure-proofs/#ARWT-Front

In addition to safety and etiquette information, these brochures contain eloquent
descriptions, pictures, and a painting of what paddlers can see along these rivers,
encouraging conservation of the environment. They recommend becoming certified for
water quality testing, and they have the WWALS motto about stewardship and
conservation, plus a URL and a QRcode leading viewers to web pages and online maps.

ARWT Rack Cards
This time we propose to make rack cards, which are the same format as folded-up z-fold
brochures, but only one sheet, front and back, with basic information and QR codes
leading to our online information. These are less expensive, and are for distribution at
welcome centers and rest stops.

ARWT Road Signs

Lowndes County made and planted road signs
for the ARWT at Naylor Boat Ramp. We paid the
Georgia Department of Transportation to make
and plant signs at each of the nine other Georgia
ARWT access points.

Unfortunately, some of them are missing,
specifically at Mayday Landing on Howell Road
in Echols County. So that’s one set of ARWT
road signs needed.

These road signs are designed according to
criteria provided by Georgia River Network for
Georgia Water Trails, with three signs per post.
The top sign has the water trail name and icons
for the type of access (canoe, kayak, and for boat
ramps also power boats). The middle sign has the access point name and the county name.
The third sign is a directional arrow. Each access point gets two pairs of these signposts,
differing only in the direction of the arrow.

ARWT Signs at the Water

We have pioneered a set of two metal signs on a single post at the water; see below under
WLRWT Signs at the Water. On the ARWT, these signs are missing and presumed stolen
at Lakeland Boat Ramp at GA 122 in Lanier County, and in Echols County Mayday
Landing at Howell Road and Statenville Boat Ramp at GA 94. Plus we want to place signs
at Banks Lake Boat Ramp. So that is 4 sets of ARWT at-water signs needed.
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Withlacoochee and Little River Water Trail (WLRWT)
All the WLRWT access points are listed here:
http://wwals.net/maps/withlacoochee-river-water-trail/wrwt-map/wrwt-access/

WLRWT Brochures
Thanks to DNR for funding the first edition of Z-fold brochures for the Withlacoochee and
Little River Water Trail (WLRWT). Small images of these WLRWT brochure proofs are
visible on the left, and larger online here:
http://wwals.net/pictures/2019-10-17--wt-brochure-proofs/#WLRWT-Front
WLRWT Rack Cards

This time we proposed to make rack cards for welcome centers and the like.
WLRWT Road Signs
We thank Lowndes County for agreeing to make and plant road signs in that county. These
WLRWT road signs are the same format as for the ARWT, except of course they say at the
top Withlacoochee and Little River Water Trail.
However, the county has not made signs for Folsom Bridge Landing at GA 122 on the
Little River, nor on the Withlacoochee River for Hagan Bridge Landing at GA 122, or
Franklinville Landing at Franklinville Road.
In addition, the road signs have been stolen from Knights Ferry Boat Ramp on the
Withlacoochee River. So that’s 4 sets of WLRWT road signs needed.
WLRWT Signs at the Water
Thanks to DNR for funding the first sets of WLRWT at-water signs, which we printed and
planted signs at the water for all 19 WLRWT access points in Georgia. Each location gets
a pair of metal signs, each 12x18 inches. They have information about safety, etiquette,
environment, and maps of the entire water trail and nearby, and how long it will take to get
to the next access point. They also list points of interest upstream and down, with miles to
get there, including environmental and safety concerns such as rapids and deadfalls,
beaches good for lunch breaks, bridges or historical sites of bridges and ferries, etc. They
have sponsoring organization logos, including a DNR logo.
Unfortunately, several of these at-water signs have been shot up or stolen, specifically
from Folsom Bridge Landing at GA 122 and Troupville Boat Ramp at GA 133 on the
Little River, and from the Withlacoochee River at Hagan Bridge Landing at GA 122,
Knights Ferry Boat Ramp, and Clyattville-Nankin Boat Ramp. And we want to place a set
at Sugar Creek. So that’s 6 sets of WLRWT at-water signs needed.
Small images of the Troupville Boat Ramp signs may be seen on the left and larger online
here:
http://www.wwals.net/pictures/2019-10-31--wwals-gosp-troupville-river-camp/#Water-Tra
il-Signs

Suwannee River Water Trail (SRWT)
We plan to put signs at three sites on the Suwannee River in Georgia: Stephen C. Foster
State Park Boat Ramp, Griffis Fish Camp Landing, and Fargo Boat Ramp. While we have
extensive online SRWT materials, these will be the first physical signs on the Suwannee
River, both at-water and road signs. We do not plan to make SRWT rack cards, because
most of the Suwannee River is covered by Florida’s Suwannee River Wilderness Trail.
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Educational events

The Troupville Boat Ramp metal signs https://wwals.net/?p=54875 and the Langdale Park
Boat Ramp signs
https://www.walb.com/2023/10/19/valdosta-stores-reopen-3-days-after-sewage-leak/ have
appeared on WALB TV. Our water trail signs are also seen by all the participants in our
numerous river cleanups, as well as the annual Mayor and Chairman’s Paddle that
involves Troupville Boat Ramp, with Lowndes County Chairman Bill Slaughter and
Valdosta Mayor Scott James Matheson. https://wwals.net/?p=61317

On paddle outings we frequently note geology such as fossils and at rapids; one of our
board members and outings leaders is a Practicing Geologist. We often encounter
interesting biology, such as floating marsh pennywort or haunts of specific animals. Many
of these things get added to our online water trail maps afterwards, and some of them go
directly onto at-water signs.

We have received a grant from Hamilton County, Florida, to do similar at-water signs on
the Withlacoochee, Alapaha, and Suwannee Rivers in Florida. Of course, any DNR funds
will only be used in Georgia, not Florida.

Troupville River Camp
As you know, back in 2019 WWALS applied to the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship
Program (GOSP) for a grant to purchase the land between the Troupville Boat Ramp and
the Little River Confluence with the Withlacoochee River, and to build a Troupville River
Camp, with air-conditioned bathrooms with hot and cold running water, and five elevated
and screened sleeping platforms with electricity. http://wwals.net/?p=50591 In December
2022, Lowndes County purchased that land. A new economic development and well-being
organization called One Valdosta-Lowndes is working on rounding up the remaining funds
for ongoing maintenance, in anticipation of another GOSP grant application. That project
will be at the center of the Withlacoochee and Little River Water Trail, with all these
WLRWT signs leading to and from it.

I look forward to receiving the application form for the educational RTP grant.

For the rivers and the aquifer,

John S. Quarterman, Suwannee Riverkeeper
/s
WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc.
229-242-0102
contact@suwanneeriverkeeper.org
www.suwanneeriverkeeper.org

Attachment: IRS letter granting nonprofit 501(c(3) status.
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