lllinois Cent. Railroad Co. v. Illinois, 146 U.S. 387 (1892)

Title to the lands under navigable waters “is a title different in character from that
which the state holds in lands intended for sale. . .. It is a title held in trust for the
people of the state, that they may enjoy the navigation of the waters, carry on
commerce over them, and have liberty of fishing therein, freed from the
obstruction or interference of private parties.”

“The control of the state for the purposes of the trust can never be lost, except as
to such parcels as are used in promoting the interests of the public therein, or can
be disposed of without any substantial impairment of the public interest in the
lands and waters remaining.”



