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The General Assembly finds that the state procured ownership of all navigable 

stream beds within its jurisdiction upon statehood and, as sovereign, is trustee of 

its peoples' rights to use and enjoy all navigable streams capable of use for fishing, 

hunting, passage, navigation, commerce, and transportation, pursuant to the 

common law public trust doctrine. The state continues to hold title to all such 

stream beds, except where title in a private party originates from a valid Crown or 

state grant before 1863. The General Assembly further finds that the public 

retained the aforementioned rights under such doctrine even where private title to 

beds originates from a valid grant.


