Rezonings. On September 12th the Lowndes County Commission unanimously denied a rezoning that WWALS and many others
opposed on Quarterman Road in an agricultural and forestry area. This is the third such rezoning denial in two years.

Okefenokee NWR as UNESCO World Heritage Site. The U.S. Department of the Interior on September 22 filed a notice that it is
asking ONWR to draft a nomination for itself. WWALS has supported this for years.

Strip mine near the Okefenokee. After Suwannee Riverkeeper presented it in
August, on September 11th the Clinch County Commission passed a

resolution opposing the strip mine and supporting the Okefenokee Swamp,
including the UNESCO World Heritage Site bid. This follows Echols County
on August 3rd and Valdosta on September 11, 2021. WWALS members are
working on more to add to those passed by other counties and cities. Clinch
County also set aside $50,000 as a cash match for a grant for a Dark Sky
Observatory on the Suwannee River in the county.

Right to Clean Water. Florida registered voters, please sign and circulate the petition.

Sewage. Adel had two small sewage spills during Hurricane ldalia. Valdosta and Quitman had none.

Water Quality Testing. September started filthy upstream and ended mostly clean. A record six new testers trained by Gretchen
Quarterman joined: Debbie Smith, Little River @ 122 - Folsom Bridge; Joanne Tremblay, Santa Fe River; Kristin Rubin, Santa Fe
River; Treva Ellison, Bear Creek (Adel) and Little River near Reed Bingham SP; Russ Tatum, Withlacoochee at his property FL 6;

Reina Lingle, Suwannee downstream at Branford and Royal Springs. To get trained, fill out this form: https://wwals.net/?p=47084

Grants Committee. Suwannee Riverkeeper John S. Quarterman presented slides to the Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Planning
Council about an application with Valdosta State University Geosciences Professor Can Denizman for a GA-EPD Seed Grant to find
and fix contamination sources upstream from Valdosta on the Withlacoochee River, Cat Creek, plus the Alapaha River.

SRWMD. Send your comments on the North Florida Regional Water Supply Plan by October 6th.
Trash. We sent Valdosta two trash trap vendor quotes on August 24th. Since Hurricane ldalia, we have heard nothing back.

Troupville River Camp and Nature Park. One Valdosta-Lowndes is in organizational and fundraising mode. No GOSP grant application
this year.

PR Committee. Suwannee Riverkeeper was on WKUB FM twice, and talk921.com once, about WWALS River Revue and Okefenokee.
Membership Committee. Consider $10 pe byr month as a regular donor. Plus then we wouldn’t have to remind you to renew!

Kayak Raffle: Vibe Sea Ghost 130: Tickets: $10 each or $50 for six. https://wwals.net/?p=61511 Raffle drawing November 27, 2023.

The Outings Committee schedules outings months in advance. Suggest your favorite river section. WWALS canceled several outings
due to Hurricane Idalia, but Shirley Kokidko organized a well-received morning Banks Lake paddle on September 4th.

Upcoming Outings and Events, 2023

Fri.-Sat. Oct. 6-7, all day Hahira Honeybee Festival with Parade, WLRWT
Sun., Oct. 8, 6-8 PM WWALS Quarterly Board Meeting, online via zoom, All Rivers
Sat., Oct. 14,9 AM-1PM  Langdale Park-Sugar Creek Chainsaw Cleanup, Withlacoochee R.

Fri., Oct. 20, 9 AM-1 PM Langdale Park Withlacoochee River Cleanup
Sat., Oct. 21, 9 AM-4 PM Skillet Fest, Quitman, GA, WLRWT

Sat., Oct. 28, 5:40-7:45 PM  Banks Lake Full Hunter's Moon Paddle, Lakeland, GA, ARWT
Sat.-Sun., Nov. 4-5, all day = Okefenokee Floyd's Island Campout, pending reservations, Suwannee River |
Sat., Nov. 11, 9AM-5PM  Alapaha Station Celebration Festival, ARWT B
Mon., Nov. 27, 4:30-6:40 PM Banks Lake Full Beaver Moon Paddle, Lakeland, GA, ARWT

Mon., Nov. 27, 4:30 PM Kayak Raffle Drawing, All Rivers

Fri.-Sun., Dec. 8-10 Campfire Cooking at Griffis Fish Camp and Suwannee River paddle
Wed., Dec. 27, 4:30-5:15 PM Banks Lake Full Cold Moon Paddle, Lakeland, GA, ARWT

Sat., Mar. 2, 8 AM-4 PM Chairman & Mayor's Paddle: Langdale-Troupville, Withlacoochee R.

Check out Outings and Events for more details. https://wwals.net/outings/
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