would be closer to the refuge. The northwest boundary of the permit area is within a half mile
from the refuge boundary and 400 feet from the edge of the Okefenokee Swamp,” and;

WHEREAS, the Clinch Counthy Comprehensive Plan says, “Strip mining on the eastern edge of
the swamp could affect the local hydrology and ecological value of the swamp and Suwannee
River.”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clinch County Board of Commissioners:

1. Oppose the Twin Pines Minerals LLC (TPM) strip mine near the Okefenokee Swamp, as
well as any other strip mine permit applications within ten miles of the Swamp.

2. Request the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to resume oversight of the mine site, and to
resume permit review including preparation of a full Area-Wide Environmental Impact
Statement with public hearings, public comment, and independent third-party review.

3. Request the Georgia Environmental Protection Division to implement a moratorium on
all mining permits until the legal ramifications become clear of the District Court
overruling of the 2020 Clean Water Act changes.

4. Request the Georgia Environmental Protection Division to reject the TPM permit
applications.

5. Request that if the Georgia Environmental Protection Division will not reject the permits,
that it should thoroughly review them to at least the same degree and extent as a thorough
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Area-Wide Environmental Impact Statement with public
hearings, public comment, and independent third-party review.

6. Request the Georgia legislature to pass appropriate legislation to prevent such strip mines
in the future, whether near the Okefenokee Swamp or near any of the blackwater rivers in
the Suwannee River Basin in Georgia, including the Suwannee, Alapaha, Alapahoochee,
Willacoochee, Withlacoochee, and Little Rivers.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, Clinch COUNTY,
GEORGIA, this day of 2023.

By:

Attest:

Resolution Twin Pines Minerals mine near Okefenokee Swamp Page 4 of 4 Clinch County Commission

Draft 2023-07-06



