A Resolution for the Okefenokee Swamp and against the Twin Pines Minerals strip mine
Draft of July 6, 2023

WHEREAS, Clinch County prides itself on timber, blueberries, and honeybees; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Clinch County value the natural resources and outdoor recreation
opportunities afforded by the Okefenokee Swamp and the Suwannee River and their watersheds
such as fishing, swimming, boating, and birding; and

WHEREAS, the Okefenokee Swamp is a unique natural, cultural, and economic treasure known
worldwide and frequented by citizens of Clinch County; and

WHEREAS, the Okefenokee Swamp is the headwaters of the St Marys River and of the
Suwannee River, famous in song worldwide, around 85% of the Swamp is in the Suwannee
River Basin; and

WHEREAS, the Suwannee River runs more than eighteen miles through Clinch County and is
frequented by citizens of Clinch County; and

WHEREAS, Fargo Boat Ramp provides public access to the Suwannee River in Clinch County,
and the Suwannee River Eco-Lodge provides lodging for river users; and

WHEREAS, the Clinch County Commission demonstrated their commitment to water quality
and waterway recreation by approving the Comprehensive Plan, which states among other things
that “The Suwannee River corridor needs special attention and protection from groundwater
intrusion, contamination, and incompatible development,” noting that “The primary mission is to
maintain and improve critical water quality, preserve endangered species, preserve wetlands,
educate future generations and add stability to the eco-system”; and

WHEREAS, the citizens value the Okefenokee Swamp and the Suwannee River for water quality
and habitat protection; and

WHEREAS, Twin Pines Minerals LLC (TPM), of Birmingham, Alabama, proposes to strip mine
for titanium dioxide on Trail Ridge within three miles of the Okefenokee Swamp, and;

WHEREAS, TPM has no experience in titanium mining; and;

WHEREAS, TPM proposes to use drag lines, a method never used for such mines on Trail Ridge
in Georgia or Florida by the only other company doing such mining, Chemours, and;

WHEREAS, TPM has not met its burden of proof to demonstrate that such a mine would not
contaminate the Okefenokee Swamp or the Floridan Aquifer, or lower the water level in the
Swamp or the Aquifer, and;

Resolution Twin Pines Minerals mine near Okefenokee Swamp Page 1 of 4 Clinch County Commission

Draft 2023-07-06



