
6. Stop subsidizing plastics  

producers. 

For too long, the United States has 

subsidized the fossil fuel industry. It’s 

WLPH�WR�VWRS�WKH�½RZ�RI�¼QDQFLQJ�WR�WKH�

petrochemical industry and the oil and 

gas industry that supplies its feedstocks. 

 h Direct the Department of Energy to 

HQG�DOO�ORDQ�DQG�JXDUDQWHH�¼QDQFLQJ�

programs that increase plastics pro-

duction, from extraction, pipelines, 

storage to manufacturing and export. 

 h Direct all federal agencies to ensure 

that polluters who enter into set-

tlement agreements in connec-

tion with their violations of laws and 

regulations are not able to deduct 

the payments from their taxes. 

 h Direct the Department of Commerce 

to include alternatives to plastics as a 

cornerstone of its next Strategic Plan, 

including mechanisms for shifting federal 

¼QDQFLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�SHW-

URFKHPLFDO�LQGXVWU\�WR�¼QDQFLQJ�IRU�DOWHU-

natives to plastics, including reusable 

products as well as sustainable waste 

reduction and management technologies. 

 h 'LUHFW�WKH�(3$�WR�HQIRUFH�¼QDQ-

cial assurance obligations under the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Remediation Act 

�6XSHUIXQG��IRU�RLO�UH¼QLQJ�DQG�FKHPLFDO�

manufacturing industries to ensure 

that companies are not self-bonded 

and are fully funding closure costs. 

 h Direct the Department of Commerce 

to advocate globally for the selection 

of U.S. suppliers of plastic alternatives 

in foreign government procurement 

opportunities, to provide assistance to 

green investors that want to do business 

in and with the United States, and to 

produce other opportunities to promote 

plastics solutions that reduce impacts 

to public health and the environment. 

7. Join international efforts to 

address the global plastic 

pollution crisis through new 

and strengthened multilateral 

agreements.

For many years, the U.S. government has 

hindered the work of a growing number 

of countries to enact new and strengthen 

existing global governance structures to 

address the plastic pollution crisis. It is 

time for the U.S. to become a proactive 

partner with key allies to address 

the global plastic crisis by targeting 

production, consumption, and disposal. 

 h End the objection process to block the 

incorporation of the updated Basel 

Plastic Amendment into the Organization 

for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) Decision Annexes.

 h Work with Congress to ratify the 

Basel Convention on the Control 

of Transboundary Movements of 

Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal 

DQG�¼QDOL]H�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�OHJLVODWLRQ�

for the Convention and Basel Ban. 

 h End the export of plastic wastes 

(including for “recycling”) to 

non-OECD countries.

 h Publicly acknowledge the full lifecy-

cle impacts of plastic pollution and 

microplastics on human health and 

marine and terrestrial ecosystems, 

and the need for new global gover-

nance to address those harms.


