Guide to Paradise PFA

Paradise Public Fishing Area is located on 1,351 gently rolling acres in Berrien and Tift counties. Sixty

lakes totaling 525 acres, provides excellent boat and bank fishing. Over 350 acres of water are intensively
managed for fishing. The PFA is heavily forested with pine plantations and small communities of longleaf
pine/wiregrass. A variety of waterfowl and birds of prey are frequently seen on the area, such as the Canada
goose, mallard, wood duck, red-tailed hawk, and the majestic bald eagle. Paradise Public Fishing Area offers
a relaxed setting for families and solitary anglers alike.

Hours Trip Check List
Open year-round, 7 days/week, 24 hours/day  Check the current boating regulations about life
jackets.

* Boats with enclosed areas that may trap gas or
vapors are required to be equipped with a USCG
Facilities approved fire extinguisher.
e Carry your current license and boat registration
with you.
¢ Check your boat’s trailer and navigation lights,
and fuel before leaving home.
e Carry a first aid kit, insect repellent, sunscreen,
extra clothing, food and drinking water.
* Be aware of and abide by all fishing regulations.
¢ Tell someone where you are going and when you
expect to return.

e Concrete boat ramps

* Tent campsites

 Group campsite (call for details)
* Nature & angler trails

e Restrooms

* Picnic area

 Some facilities ADA accessible

* Fishing piers

* Boat docks

¢ Fish cleaning station

Be an Ethical Angler!

Ethical anglers fish responsibly, consider the
rights of others, portray a positive image,
and help to protect and conserve our natural
resources. Be an ethical angler, the future
depends on it.

* Know and obey the fishing regulations.

* Keep only the fish they can use and release all
others.

* Pass on the tradition by taking a child fishing.

DlreCt.lOnS ] ) * Leave a place cleaner than it was found.
From Tifton: Traveleast 8 miles on Highway 82 to « Do not transfer fish or plants between bodies

Brookfield. Turn right on Whitley Road and follow ST

signs from Highway 82 to the area. The entrance to « Report violations and pollution.
the area is located on the Brookfield-Nashville Road » Do not litter!

approximately 1.5 miles from Brookfield. « Dispose of fishing line properly.

* Do not trespass.
* Are courteous of others.
* Lend a helping hand.

Regulations

Public fishing areas have special regulations that are
posted on site as well as published in the Georgia
Sport Fishing Regulations. Anglers 16 years of

age and older, except honorary license holders,
must possess a current fishing license. For more
information, visit www.gofishgeorgia.com or call
(800) 366-2661.

For more fishing information, visit the Georgia
Wildlife Resources Division website at
www.gofishgeorgia.com or call (478) 825-6151.

T.LI.P. (Turn in Poachers): To report
game/fish law violations, fish kills or

L GEORG]_A hazardous spills, call (800) 241-4113.
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Major Fish Species & Fishing Tips

Largemouth bass ¢ Crappie * Bluegill * Redear sunfish (shellcracker) ¢ Channel catfish

Visitors to the area will discover a variety of lakes offering anglers a wide selection of fishing
opportunities. The 112-acre Lake Patrick is the largest lake at Paradise Public Fishing Area. Bank anglers
have the option of fishing from three piers located in the picnic area or many other locations from the
shoreline on Lake Patrick. A double boat ramp and floating dock on Lake Patrick offers boat anglers one
of nine locations to launch a boat on the area. Lake Patrick is known for producing exceptional catches
of Bass, Bream, and Crappie. The north end of lake Patrick offers the best cover and is a good location
for catching bass in early spring. Anglers have done well, fishing Carolina rigged plastic worms and also
green lizards around points and behind the many small islands. Fishing for bluegill and redear is also very
good in Lake Patrick. The lake has many sandy locations that are perfect for attracting bream during the
spawn. Bedding bluegill and redear will offer an angler the chance to catch bigger than hand size bream
from March-June. Crappie fishing usually is excellent in late fall through early spring. The largest crappie
have normally been caught in January and February. Using 1/32 to 1/16 oz. float-rigged jigs can produce
good catches of crappie in Lake Patrick as well as several other lakes on the area. (Refer to the Lake Chart
posted at the information Kiosks on the area for more information on fish species present in Paradise PFA
lakes.) Live fish can be used for bait at Paradise PFA.

Other lakes that make up the remaining 413 acres of fishable water are also popular for bass, bream,
and crappie and offer excellent fish habitats that can be easily accessed from the bank or from a boat. Lake
Horseshoe 4 offers anglers a smaller lake with some of the same traits as Lake Patrick. Fishing around
fish attractors and lily pads in Horsehoe 4 can produced large bass in February—May. Good populations of
Crappie and bluegill are also present in Horseshoe 4. Channel catfish are stocked in most lakes at Paradise
PFA, but Lakes Horseshoe 1 and 2 are stocked heavily and fed daily. Although many of the other lakes have
channel catfish these lakes provide some of the best catfishing on the area. This is just a small taste of the
diverse fishing opportunities that are waiting for anglers at the largest and one of the most scenic Public
Fishing Area in Georgia.
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Paradise Fish Guide

Fish Species

Best Fishing Times

Largemouth Bass

Bass spawn from February to May. Occupy
a variety of habitats in reservoirs and riv-
ers. Feed both day and night motivated by
hunger or striking. Females are typically
larger and more aggressive than males.
Bait: Crankbaits, plastic worms & jigs

Oct.

Sep.

Aug.

“Shellcracker” feed primarily on aquatic
insects including midge larvae to snails.
Unlike bluegill, shellcracker typically do
not stunt. Fast growth, larger size and
good flavor make these a desirable fish.
Bait: Crickets, Red Wigglers & small top
water lures

Oct.

Sep.

Aug.

Most likely the first fish caught by chil-
dren. They aggressively guard nest during
spawns. Bluegill are hard fighters, hit a
variety of baits, and are abundant in most
rivers and lakes. Known as a tasty panfish.
Bait: Crickets, Red Wigglers & small top
water lures

Oct.

Sep.

Aug.

Channel catfish are a highly adaptable and
desirable fish that are easily caught. They
can reach Sizes up to 20 lbs and use their
barbells for taste. Larger individuals are
often confused with Blue catfish.

Bait: Chicken livers, worms, “stink bait” &
crickets

Oct.

Sep.

Aug.

Has a preference of clear water, and as-
sociated with vegetation during spawns.
Young prefer insects, switching to fish as
it matures. Black crappie commonly reach
2 Ibs in size, and the current world record
is 5 Ibs. An extremely popular game fish in
Georgia.

Bait: Minnows, jigs & red wigglers

Oct.

Sep.

Aug.

Best Fishing Times Key

- Excellent - Good

.. B\ GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Fish images: Duane Raver/USFWS

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION




Lake
Lake Bullett ‘Lake
Bonnie—_ Loreley,

Lake \
George Cypress))
’ Lake \

Lm@67 /4
Leslie

Lake() Foot
Cindy Lake

L'ake
Henry

=

Pond

Lake\

Georgia

Windy

4]
[Lake )
@shoe 1

Horseshoe 2

Horseshoe 3

[y

i >

1

2710

5-9..
4

Map not for navigational
purposes - display only!

[]=1acre

0 1,000

] ]
Feet

2,000
] |

Kingfisher

A

Lake Patrick

Lake

Raccot%

(0)

—=p

> i

1

8
7
L]
6
Horseshoe 4

Noah's
Mallard's K
Rest,
~J
Heron
Lake

Léﬁg\\>

Lower
Canal

)

7 )

o

S

[

8’:,

Lake 2
Bird

S Little

Ponds

S GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

WILDLIFE RESOURCES DIVISION

Swan
Lake

Pond

Paradise PFA

d Trailhead

& Parking
Campgrounds

®  Attractors

Bathroom
Boat Ramp
B Canoe/Kayak Launch

— Open Road
& Fishing Pier P
Information Kiosk === Trails
Office
© Boundary

Picnic Area




NOISIAIC SI04NOSTY FATTATIM

SIOYNOSTY TVINIVN 10 INIWIEVAIQ

VIDJOID &

£L89/S€'E8- [68998E'TE | ¥ S93}el) USPOOM o€ ||9sSSny

189G€'€8- |S¥898E'TE | € S13)ong ooquieg o€ |[9ssny

L9SLSE'ER- [VECIBE'TE | € S13)ong ooquieg )€ |[9SSny

Y96/LS€°€8- [LSEOOV'TE | T |00dS |e}RA e d1led 86765€°'€8- [EVCLBETE | T S13)ong ooquieg 9X€7 ||9SSny
76809¢€°€8- |96EcTV'TE | 6T ysnig/sasi) asipeled ayeq| [690LSEEQ- [69CV6ETE | TT 1u3] 19||ed duse|d G 90YysasJoH
GS609€°€8- |2ISEIV'TE | 8T ysnag/saniy asipeled ayeq| [6CT8SEES- [9E9V6ETE | OT ysnig/seail G 90YysasioH
SYY6SE €S- |SYEVIV'TE | LT S|00dS USPOOMN asipesed aye1 9/6/SE°€EQ- |9TOV6ETE | 6 ysn.g/saa4L G 90ysasJoH
¥9665€°€8- |8¢¥STY'IE | 91 913JoU0) asipeJed aye] CV9/LSEEB- |SO6E6E'TE | 8 ysnig/saall G 90YSIasJOH
6986G€°€8- |v6SSTY'TE | ST 912J0U0) asipeJed e TTTOGE €S- [BYIE6E'TE | L JU3L 19||ed USPOOA G 90ysasJOH
LT16S€°€8- |S90/T'TE | ¥T jual 19||ed poopn asipeJed aye] 7¢T9SE'ER- |CTOV6E'TE | 9 ysnig/saail G 90YsasJOH
¥€695€°€8- |v7/89T'1E | €T S|oods uapoopp asipesed aye1 VTV9SE'ER- |SPTC6ETE | G S93J1 JAd G 90YSI9sJOH
syegsees- |svosTvTte | 21 )OBgSSON asipeJed e CLEBSE'EB- | ESCHE'TE 1% JU3L 19]|ed d1se|d G 90YsasJOH
St/8S€°€8- |£zT9Tv'TE | 1T Ju33 19||ed uspoopn asipeJed aye] LS8SE'EY- |CT6CHE'TE | € ysnig/saa.l G 90YSI9SJOH
6759ss°€8- lvzszivte | ot 1u31 19||ed usapoom asipeled aye] SLELSEEB- | T6GC6ETE [4 s3|3uell] 13||ed USPOOM | G S0YsasIoH
7878ss's8- lsseeivie | 6 U3} 19||ed USpPOOM asipeJed e ECV/SEE8- |660E6E'TE T 931el) G 90YSI9SJOH
z626Ss°€8- |zevetvte | 8 U3} 19||ed uapoopy | osipesed e 688¢9€'€8- [T08S6E'TE | VT ysn.ig/ssall 7 90YysasioH
6v1095°€8- |T192Tv'T1E | £ )oBgSSON| asipeled aye] 8V/LC9E €]~ |9EBY6E'TE | €T ysnig/seaiL ¥7 90YSasJOH
€9909¢°s8- |vesziv'Tte | 9 aqnd JAd dsipeJed e €91779€'€8- |STSV6E'TE | CT ysnig/seaiL ¥7 90YSasJOH
€8Y8SE'€8- |LITITV'TE | S 91240U0) asipeled e | [8CB09E'ER- [ITEV6ETE | 1T |oods [e19|A 7 90YS9SIOoH
GGBSE'ER- | TSIV'IE 14 91240U0) 9sipeJed a)e 190C9€°€8- [ETHEGE'TE | OT ysn.g/saa4L 7 90YSaSJIOoH
LT86SE'EB- |EESEIV'TIE | € 91240U0) asipeled ayel GOETIE'ER- [VPPEBETE | 6 ysn.g/saa4L 7 90YSaSJOoH
GTBSE'ER- [LTIBEIV'TIE | C 91340U0) asipeled ayel G90T9€'E8- [98GE6E'TE | 8 ysn.g/saaiL 7 90YSaSJOoH
C09€'€8- [/9/CTV'TE | T 91240U0) asipeled a)e7 LTT9E'€8- |LG8C6ETE | L ysn.g/saaiL 7 90YS9SJOH
60S/S€E°€8- [94/488E'TE | 9 $91e.) USPOO/ 9)e7 Janeaq 6TOT9€'€E8- [8VLC6ETE | 9 ysn.g/saaiL 7 90YS9SJOH
9/9S€'€8- |8TCBBETE | S $91eJ) USPOO/\ 9)e7 JaAeag GTCI9E'€8- [EE6EGETE | & S1)ong ooquieg 7 90YSaSJOoH
C9GE'€E8- |86L68ETE [ ¥ ysn.g/saaiL 9)eT Janesg LTCT9E'ER- [TSBTCOE'TE | P ysn.g/saa4L 7 90YSaSJOoH
£LG8SGE'EB- [T0968E'TE | € s3ul|ld USPOOM 9)e7 Janesg G9vC9€'ER- |6C9V6ETE | € S13)ong ooquieg 7 90YSaSJOH
PEBGSE'ER- |6EBBBE'TE | T s3ul|id USPOOM e Janeag CTOE9€E'ER- [LSBS6E'TE | C S13)ong ooquieg 7 90YSaSJOoH
1809G€°€8- |91988E'TE [ T ysnJg/s9aiL 9)e7 Janesg LVBT9E'E]- [C06S6E'TE | T $39)ong ooqueg 7 90YSaSJOH
apnusuo] | apnme] ||oqen a4njeaq Apoqiaiem apnusuol | spnine] |[|aqe] 24njeaq Apogiaiem






