WHEREAS, Echols County prides itself on forestry, beekeeping, and outdoor recreation; and

WHEREAS, the Okefenokee Swamp is a unique natural, cultural, and economic treasure known
worldwide and frequented by citizens of Echols County; and

WHEREAS, the Okefenokee Swamp is the headwaters of the St Marys River and of the

Suwannee River, famous in song worldwide, around 85% of the Swamp is in the Suwannee
River Basin; and

WHEREAS, the Suwannee River runs more than eleven miles through Echols County and is
frequented by citizens of Echols County: and

WHEREAS, the citizens value the Okefenokee Swamp and the Suwannee River for water quality
and habitat protection; and

WHEREAS, the Echols County Commission demonstrated thejr commitment to water quality
and waterway recreation by passing a Resolutions on Month, Day, 2023, supporting the
Suwannee River Water Trail, organized by WWALS Watershed Coalition, Inc. (WWALS); and

WHEREAS, Twin Pines Minerals LLC (TPM), of Birmingham, Alabama, proposes to strip mine - .,

for titanium dioxide on Trail Ridge within three miles of the Okefenokee Swamp, and;
WHEREAS, TPM has no experience in titanium mining; and;

WHEREAS, TPM Proposes io use drag lines, a method never used for such mines on Traj] Ridge
in Georgia or Florida by the only other company doing such mining, Chemours, and;

WHEREAS, TPM has not met its burden of proof to demonstrate that such a mine would not
contaminate the Okefenokee Swamp or the Floridan Aquifer, or lower the watey level in the
Swamp or the Aquifer, and;

WHEREAS, lowering the water level in the Okefenokee Swamp would reduce the areas that can
be reached by boat both in the Swamp and on the Suwannee River, and;

WHEREAS, reducing the water leve] in the Okefenokee Swamp or dewatering land areas would
increase fire risk, and;

WHEREAS, wildfires in and around the Okefenokee Swamp adversely affect the forestry
industry, tourism, and the citizens of Echols County, and;
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from the Georgia Environmenta] Protection Division (GA-EPD) for years, nor does TPM have
plans to do water quality testing in the St. Marys or Suwannee Rivers or in the Okefenokee

WHEREAS, TPM has 10t said how it will deg] with the potential toxic effects of the bentonite

clay it plans to uge as fill, even though bentonite can suffocate fish and has other toxic effects,
and;

WHEREAS, while the mine site is in the St. Marys River Basin, there is no barrier in the
Okefenokee Swamp between the St Marys and Suwannee River Basins, so any contamination or

water level changes of the Swamp would most likely affect the entire Okefenokee Swamp and
the Suwannee River, and;

WHEREAS, reducing the water level in the F loridan Aquifer or other aquifers above jt through

overpumping or contaminating any of those aquifers could have widespread effects, since aquifer
waters move horizontally, and;

mine sites in north F lorida, including letting wastewater escape, not doing required water quality
testing, and not doing required reporting, and;

WHEREAS, the president of TPM was one of the proponents of two biomass plants in north
Georgia, which caused the state of Georgia to pass a law to stop them from burning raifroad tieg
and causing air and Wwater pollution, and;

WHEREAS_, the Franklin County biomass plant caused a massive fish kill, and;

WHEREAS, the Franklin County Commission, which originally Supported the biomass plant in
its county, since declared it 3 public nuisance and opened a lawsuit against it, and;
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Clean Water Act that was the basis of the Army Corps’ decision to abandon oversight of the
TPM mine site, specifically the Coygt found “ﬁmdamental, substantive flaws that cannot be
cured without revising or replacing the N WPR’s definition” in the Environmenta] Protection
Agency’s (“EPA™) and U S, Army Corps of Engineers’ ( “Corps™) 2020 Navigable Waters
Protection Rule (“NWPR”) redefining Jurisdictiona] “Waters of the United States” (“WOTUs™)

WHEREAS, EPA and the Anny Corps have halted implementation of the 2020 Navi gable

Waters Protection Rule (NWPR) upon which the Army Corps decision to abdicate overg; ght of
the TPM mine site was based, and;

WHEREAS, in December 2022 the EPA and the Army Corps finalized a version of WOTUS that

does not include the 2020 NWPR, thus removing the Army Corps reason for abandonin g
oversight of the mine site; and

WHEREAS, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (GA-EPD) has five permit

applications from TPM related to the proposed mine, for which GA-EPD is altempting to do the

Okefenokee Swamp. Auy additional mining that oceurs within the 12 000-acre permit areq
would be closer to the refuge. The northwest boundary of the permit area is within 5 half mile
from the refuge boundary and 400 feet from the edge of the Okefenokee Swamp,”

1. Oppose the Twin Pines Minerals L1 (TPM) strip mine near the Okefenokee Swamp, as
well as any other strip mine permit applications within ten miles of the Swamp.
2. Request the U S, Army Corps of Engineers to resume oversight of the mine site, and to

overruling of the 2020 Clean Water Act changes.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED BYT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, ECHOLS
COUNTY, GEORGIA, this _ 2Cay of Bj’ A9USF 2023,
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