January 5, 2017

Mr. Justin Hammonds

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Savannah District, Regulatory Division
1025 Buford Dam Road

Buford, Georgia 30515

RE: Response to USACE Comments and Revised Adaptive Management Plan to
address Trespassing, Buffer Replanting, and Invasive Species Management;
Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank, Lowndes County, Georgia.

USACE File No: SAS-1999-10930

Dear Mr. Hammonds:

In response to your email dated December 5, 2016 and on behalf of the bank sponsor,
Cherry Creek Properties, Inc., Corblu Ecology Group, LLC (Corblu) is submitting this
revised adaptive management plan (AMP) to address trespassing issues, riparian buffer
replanting, and invasive species management at the Cherry Creek mitigation bank (bank).
This response is a result of observations made during the June 2, 2016 site visit with the
Interagency Review Team (IRT) as outlined in your October 4, 2016 letter. The bank
sponsor proposes to address these deficiencies as follows:

Trespass Plan
Trespass issues at the Bank will be addressed immediately by the bank sponsor. The U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) noted specific concerns including signs of all-terrain
vehicle (ATV) trespass on the Bank, as well as trash associated with what appeared to be
unauthorized recreational fishing. Trespass issues will be managed by the bank sponsor
according to the following plan:

1) All existing conditions in regard to trespass issues are indicated on Figure 1 and
documented with photographs in Appendix A along with locations of photo
reference points on Figures 5a and 5b. Figure 1 identifies all unsecured areas and
known areas of trespass on the bank including vehicular/ATV trespass, foot
access, unauthorized stream crossings, and fishing access areas. Additionaily, all
existing gates, signage, fencing, road, trails, and access points are also identified.
Security measures proposed to eliminate trespass issues are indicated on Figures
2a and 2b and include the following:

a. Use of a new lock on the existing gate as well as additional signage will be
installed at the northernmost access point.

b. Installation of cable blocking access and new signage to be placed at the
woods road in northern section of bank.

c. Installation of new signage at the interior road intersection along with a new
locked gate blocking access across the woods road at this location.



d. Installation of new signage along both sides of stream in restored section
of Cherry Creek.

e. Installation of cable across access road and placement of new signage at
the uppermost end of Cherry Creek near dam access road.

f. Installation of two (2) wireless/cellular security cameras at upper and lower
end of the restoration section of Cherry Creek to identify any potential
trespassing in real time.

g. Extension of fencing along dam access road in southern portion bank and
at upper end of Cherry Creek along with placement of new signage.

h. Installation of cable across existing ATV trail to block access and
placement of new signage.

i. Installation of additional cable at existing gate and placement of additional
signage at access point in southeastern portion of bank.

j- Use of a new lock on the existing gate as well as additional signage
installed at southernmost access point to bank.

k. Additional signage not identified above will also be placed in various
locations throughout the bank and along boundary where appropriate as
determined through additional trespass monitoring.

2) Lettersto adjacent Home Owner’s Associations (HOA’s) and property owners were
sent by the bank sponsor in December 2016 identifying the trespass issues and
requesting cooperation from the HOA’s. It was noted that any unauthorized
person(s) caught trespassing on the Bank will be subject to the fullest prosecution
of the law. Follow up meetings with HOA representatives were also conducted to
ensure cooperation.

3) Routine inspections of the Bank for trespass issues will be made by the bank
sponsor no less than monthly to identify any unauthorized use or trespass. Any
unauthorized trespass identified by use of security cameras will be investigated
immediately on-site.

4) The implementation schedule for above mentioned trespass plan and security
measures is as follows:

Activity Implementation Timeline
Replace locks/chains on existing gates | Completed December 2016
Innos’;teaclllligz\:\vt;igg additional signage as Completed December 2016
Notify adjacent HOA’s of trespassing Completed December 2016
issues and meet with representatives and January 2017

Install new security cables and gates

across roads to prevent unauthorized January 2017

access

Installation of security cameras alon

Cherry Creek y 9 January 2017

Installation of additional fencing alon

dam access road ’ ’ January 2017

Install additional signage Continuous as needed
Routine inspections of bank for trespass M

. onthly

issues

5) Several tasks related to the trespass plan have already been completed by the
bank sponsor inciuding replacing locks on existing gates, installation of new
sighage, and notification of trespass issue to the adjacent HOA's. All additional



activities/tasks associated with the trespass plan are currently being implemented
and will be completed in January 2017. Once all activities/tasks associated with
the trespass plan and security measures are completed the bank sponsor will
provide natification to the USACE indicating the tasks are complete along with any
appropriate documentation.

Riparian Buffer Replanting Plan

The USACE noted that during the site visit a lack of woody riparian vegetation was
observed along approximately 400 feet of the left bankfull bench constructed on Cherry
Creek. The USACE requested a replanting plan be prepared and implemented by the
bank sponsor to address these concerns. The riparian buffer replanting plan will include
the following:

1) Figure 3 identifies the area of the bank to be replanted.

2) In the area identified the bank sponsor will replant with appropriate tree/shrub
species along the left bankfull bench (approximately 0.26 acres).

3) Trees/shrubs to be planted will include a combination of 1-0 bareroot seedlings or
larger (stock to be 21" in height) of wax myrile (Morella cerifera), sycamore
(Platanus occidentalis), red maple (Acer rubrum), and bald cypress (Taxodium
distichum) that are locally sourced and representative of the downstream
preservation reach of Cherry Creek.

4) Planting composition and density will include the following:

Species Density/Stems Planting Composition
Morella cerifera 100 25%
Platanus occidentalis 100 25%
Acer rubrum 100 25%
Taxodium distichum 100 25%

5) Seedlings will be hand pianted at a density of approximately 1,500 trees/acre to
ensure adequate coverage of areas devoid of woody vegetation where stability is
a concern.

6) Seedlings will be planted during January-February 2017 when there is adequate
soil moisture to ensure the best possible conditions for bareroot seedling survival.
In the event any floodwaters from the Withlacoochee River prevent planting during
this timeframe the planting will occur as soon as possible once fioodwaters have
receded.

7) Existing site conditions are favorable (clean, devoid of vegetation, and non-
compacted) for hand planting of bareroot seedlings, therefore, there is no site
preparation proposed prior to planting.

8) Notification of planting completion will be provided to the USACE foliowing
complete implementation of the replanting plan.

Invasive Species Management Pian

During the IRT site visit, the USACE observed a number of Chinese tallow (Sapium
sebiferum) seedlings within the riparian buffer at the bank. The USACE requested an
invasive species management plan be prepared and implemented to address these
concerns. The invasive species management plan will include the following:

1) Figure 4 identifies the invasive species management area to be treated
(approximately 0.13 acres).
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2) Any observed Chinese tallow trees in the identified management area will be
controlied using a basal spray treatment (bottom 2’ of trunk) of Trycera +
horticultural oil at a 20/80 mixture ratio.

3) Existing Chinese tallow at the bank is targeted to be treated at the earliest
opportunity between the months of July-March when appropriate conditions exist,
primarily when floodwaters from Withlacoochee River have receded. It has been
shown that Chinese tallow is best treated between the months of July-March with

the basal spray treatment method.

4) The frequency and timing of existing and future invasive species management at

the bank will include the following:

Species Treatment Prescription Timing | Freguency
Trycera +

Sapium sebiferum | Basal spray | horticultural oil Knuly-h Ann;a(l;y as
(20/80) arc neede

The bank sponsor is requesting your review and approval of this plan prior to full
implementation. Upon completion of each task the bank sponsor will provide naotification
to the USACE along with any necessary documentation. Upon approval of this adaptive
management plan, the bank sponsor requests the release of 3,029.90 stream credits
associated with the 5" year of annual monitoring at the Bank. If you have any questions
concerning this proposed plan please do not hesitate to contact me at 770-682-9731.

Sincerely,

i

Gregory P. Smith
Chief Executive Officer

Attachments

cc: Ms. Sandy Abbott, USFWS
Mr. Eric Somerville, USEPA
Mr. Steve Wiedl, GADNR
Mr. Bill Rutlin, USACE

Mr. Larry Lee, Cherry Creek Properties, Inc.
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Photo 1: View of the metal gate controlling access to the northern

portion of the site. A new lock and signage will be installed at this gate.
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Photo 2: View of the woods road located on the northeastern portion

of the site, just below the northern gate in Photo 1. A cable across this

Road and sighage will be instailed.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank
Lowndes County, Georgia

ECOLOGY GROUFR

Representative
Photographs
12/15/2016




O S R S e TR e L
Photo 3: View of the woods road located on the northwestern portion

of the site. A metal gate across this road and signage will be installed.
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Photo 4: View of the metal gate controlling access to the southeastern
portion of the site. A new lock and signage will be installed at this gate.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Representative
Lowndes County, Georgia Photographs
ow Y. g 12/15/2016
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Photo 5: View of the metal gate controlling access to the dam
access road, located on the southeastern corner of the site. A cable

will be added to the right side of this entrance to further prevent access.
Additional signage will be placed at this location.
: : RERRRAGET /5 T Y

at

. . . A T AR GRS &
Photo 6: View of an ATV ftrail located just west of the dam access road.
A cable across the trail and signage will be installed.
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Photos 7 & 8: View of ATV access around both ends of the chain fence
present along the southwest side of the dam access road, adjacent to
the ATV trail shown in Photo 8. An additional section of fence will be
installed to connect the fence along the entire length of the road.
Additional signage will be placedd in this location.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Representative
Lowndes County, Georgia Pty
ownaes Lounty, g 12/15/2016




Photo 9: View of an area just south of the dam spiliway along the dam
access road that is being accessed on foot by individuals to fish along
Cherry Creek. Additional signage will be added at this location.
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Photo 10: View of an area along Cherry Creek where individuals are
regularly fishing. This area is accessed by the trail shown in Photo 9.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Representative

. Photographs
Lowndes County, Georgia 12/15/2016




Photo 11: View of an unauthorized crossing on Cherry Creek. This

crossing was created by off-road vehicles and ATV'’s trespassing on
the site.

zed crossing on Cherry Creek. This

crossing was created by off-road vehicles and ATV’s trespassing on
the site.

hoto 12: View of an unauthori
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Photo 13: View of an unauthorized crossing on Cherry Creek. This
crossing was created by off-road vehicles and ATV’s trespassing on

the site.

Photo 14: View of an unauthorized crossing on Cherry Creek. This
crossing was created by off-road vehicles and ATV’s trespassing on
the site.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank

Lowndes County, Georgia
ECOLOGY GROUP
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Photographs
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Photo 15: View of the proposed replanting area within the bankfull
bench along the south side of Cherry Creek.

Photo 186: View of the woods road located on the east-central portion

of the site. A cable will be installed across this road and additional
signage will be placed in the area.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Representative

) Photographs
Lowndes County, Georgia 12/15/2016
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Photo 17: View of the signage that will be installed at each entrance
to the site. Additional similar signage will placed in various locations
throughout the site.

Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Representative
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November 1, 2017

Mr. Justin Hammonds

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Savannah District

1025 Buford Dam Road
Buford, Georgia 30515

RE:  Supplemental Planting and Trespass Plan in response to Year 6 Credit Release
Letter for Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank, Lowndes County, Georgia.
USACE File No: SAS-1999-10930

Dear Mr. Hammonds:

In response to the Year 6 credit release letter dated October 4, 2017 and on behalf of
the bank sponsor, Cherry Creek Properties, Inc., Corblu Ecology Group, LLC (CEG) is
submitting this supplemental planting plan to address the mortality of bald cypress
(Taxodium distichum) stems on the riparian buffers of Cherry Creek along with ihe
replanting of bare side slopes leading from the constructed bankfull bench to the upper
terrace. This plan will also address the minor trespassing issues on the property. This
response is a result of observations made during the September 18, 2017 site visit with
the Interagency Review Team (IRT) as outlined in the Ocfober 4, 2017 credit release
letter. The bank sponsor proposes to address these deficiencies as follows:

Supplemental Planting Plan

In March 2017, 400 feet of the left bankfull bench on the upstream section of Cherry
Creek were replanted with bare root stems of bald cypress, American sycamore
(Platanus occidentalis), and wax myrtle (Morella cerifera). During the site visit, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) noted that from stations (0+00 to 3+00) several bald
cypress bare root stems have either suffered from severe stress or death. !t was also
noted throughout the restored stream channel, that several areas of the side slopes
leading from the constructed bankfull to the upper terrace were mostly void of woody
vegetation with the exception of a few pines and river birch (Betula nigra) stems. The
USACE requested a supplemental plan be prepared and implemented by the bank
sponsor to address these concerns. The supplemental planting plan will include the
following:

1) Figure 1 identifies the area for the supplemental planting of baid cypress in the
riparian buffer areas.

2) In the areas identified the bank sponsor will replant baid cypress with 3 galion
containerized seedlings along the riparian buffers from stations (0+00 to 3+00) at
an appropriate spacing.

3) Trees/shrubs to be planted along the side slopes of the upper terraces will
include a combination of bare root seedlings or larger (stock to be =1’ in height)
of river birch and slash pine (Pinus ellioti) locally sourced and on 10" X 10
spacing in areas devoid of woody vegetation where stability is a concern.



4) Planted species and number of seedlings will include the following:

. Number of
Species Seedlings Type
Betula nigra 150 Bareroot
Pinus Elliotii 150 Bareroot
Taxodium distichum 30 3-gallon containerized

5) Seedlings will be planted during January-February 2018 when there is adequate
soil moisture to ensure the best possible conditions for bareroot seedling
survival. In the event any floodwaters from the Withlacoochee River prevent
planting during this timeframe the planting will occur as soon as possible once
floodwaters have receded.

6) Existing site conditions are favorable for planting of containerized and bareroot
seedlings and no site preparation is anticipated prior to planting.

7) Notification of planting completion will be provided to the USACE following
complete implementation of the supplemental planting plan.

Trespass Plan

Previous trespass issues at the bank have been addressed by the bank sponsor with
great success. An extensive trespass plan was implemented earlier this year which
included notifying adjacent landowners and HOA'’s of trespass issues, additional signage
along the bank boundary and access points, re-keying/replacing all locks, additional
cable/gate installation along access roads, installation of wireless/security cameras,
monthly inspections, and installing additional barriers throughout certain areas of the
property to prevent unauthorized access. While these efforts to prevent unauthorized
trespass have been largely successful, during the site visit the USACE observed signs of
recent motorbike trespass on the bank. Trespass issues will continue to be managed by
the bank sponsor according to the following plan:

1) All previous measures as identified above and as indicated in the January 5,
2017 Adaptive Management Plan will continue to be monitored and enforced.

2) Follow up letters to the adjacent HOA’s will be sent notifying the HOA’s and
residents that continued frespass has been observed on the bank and
demand immediate assistance in enforcing the no trespass conditions.
Failure to enforce the trespass issues will be dealt with appropriately with the
local law enforcement.

3) Additional barriers as appropriate (e.g. cables, posts, earthen berms, etc.) will
be installed along the section of Cherry Creek Road and/or other ancillary
access roads where it appears the motorbike has recently gained access to
the bank (Figure 1).

4) Additional measures to enforce the trespass plan will be implemented
immediately by the bank sponsor with notice to the USACE once complete.

On behalf of Cherry Creek Properties, Inc., CEG hopes that this supplemental planting
and trespass plan for the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank meets your satisfaction. Upon
agency approval of this plan, the bank sponsor will move forward with the actions
necessary to begin implementation of the plan. If you have any questions concerning
this proposed plan please do not hesitate to contact me at 770-682-9731.



November 1, 2C17

Sincerely,

Trevor Caldwell
Project Ecologist

Attachments

c: Ms. Kim Garvey, USACE
Ms. Sandy Abbott, USFWS
Mr. Eric Somerville, USEPA
Mr. Steve Wiedl, GADNR
Mr. Larry Lee, Cherry Creek Properties, Inc.
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September 18, 2019

Mr. Justin Hammonds

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Savannah District, Regulatory Division
1025 Buford Dam Road

Buford, Georgia 30515

RE: Cherry Creek North Subdivision Home Owners Association (HOA) Acknowledgement of Land
Use Restrictions at the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank, Lowndes County, GA.

Dear Mr. Hammonds:

In response to a request from Cherry Creek Properties, Inc. and the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank (USACE
SAS-9900-10390), the Cherry Creek North Home Owners Association (HOA) is hereby providing this
acknowledgement to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District (Corps) regarding land use
restrictions including existing road/trail locations at the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank {Bank Property). As
stipulated in Section 33 the HOA Restrictive Covenants, recorded in Lowndes County, GA on August 31,
2000, “Each lot owner shall have the right to use the wetland areas adjacent to the subdivision which is
not part of the common area and is owned by the developer and is subject to the restrictive covenants
between the developer and the Army Corps of Engineers to be recorded in the Deed Records of the clerk of
Superior Court of Lowndes County, GA.”

Furthermore, as stipulated in Section M (4) (a-e) of the above referenced Declarations of Covenants and
Restrictions (DCCR) for the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank, recorded on March 23, 2001 in Deed Book 1981,
pages 271-300, Lowndes County, Georgia deed records which DCCR is incorporated herein by reference,
the following activities of the members of the Cherry Creek North Subdivision HOA and their guests are
authorized:

a. Ride horses on existing dirt roads provided signs are placed at the entrances to the site limiting
horseback riding to the existing roads.

b. Use of three and four wheeled recreational vehicles on existing dirt roads provided that (1)
signs would be placed at the entrances limiting the speed to 25 mph or less; (2) that off road
riding is expressly prohibited, and that (3) adult supervision would be provided for minors.

¢. Camping on high ground areas within 150 feet of the river bank in areas that would not require

" mechanized clearing of vegetation prior to use. No structures other than tents would be
installed or constructed.

d. Hunting and fishing.

e. Public shall not be allowed to use the property and therefore no paid admission would be
allowed for use of the property.

As such, the HOA hereby recognizes and acknowledges all existing land use restrictions associated with
the Bank Property under the DCCR and the locations of existing roads/trails referenced in the DCCR on
the attached survey of the Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank, recorded on page 293 of the DCCR.



Should any further clarification of the HOA's rights and authorized use of the Bank property be required,
please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Brian Browning
President, Cherry Creek North Subdivision Home Owners Association

c: Mr. Larry Lee, Cherry Creek Properties, Inc.
Mr. Greg Smith, Corblu Ecology Group, LLC

Attachment — Cherry Creek Mitigation Bank Survey of Restrictive Covenant Property
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TEL: (229) 253-8080 FAX: (229) 249-8027

CHERRY CREEK MITIGATION BANK
SURVEY OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANT PROPERTY
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