Shadrick Sink leaks Withlacoochee River water under the river and miles east, so that Valdosta had to sink its water
wells twice as deep to get under it, because the tannic acid that makes the characteristic tea color of that blackwater river
reacts with water treatment chemicals.
Springs: Two of the six second-magnitude springs in Georgia are on the Withlacoochee River, upstream from the GA-FL
line. Scuba cave divers have explored McIntyre Spring (see map below), more than 4,000 feet under Brooks County. Arnold
Springs flows from Lowndes County.
In Florida, Withlacoochee springs abound, up to first-magnitude Madison Blue Spring.
From the Withlacoochee Trickle when you can literally step across it, to 700-year floods in 2009 and 2013, upper
Withlacoochee and Little River levels vary widely. Below Troupville, the Withlacoochee is often paddleable in the
summer, and below Nankin usually all year. Above US 84, fall is usually either boat-dragging or hurricane. Paddle oungs Mil Creek Landing
times may vary widely depending on ability of the paddler and the level of the water; going may be especially slow at : : ® @) )
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low water levels, due to deadfalls in the river. At high levels upstream, expect to get lost as the river widens into the ]
floodplain. . . . fin
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* Paddle Hours: est. for high water at 2 mph (1 mph or slower at low water). JE
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Photo: Gretchen Quarterman, Staten Road

For the safety of you and your
companions, always file a float plan so
emergency responders can locate you
if an emergency occurs.



