ﬁ’ What provoked all this testing was a major sewage spill Valdosta discovered on December 9,
2019, of 7,592,910 gallons of raw sewage, into Sugar Creek. That creek is within the city limits
4 and reaches the Withlacoochee River on the edge of town. Because there had been no rain and
creek and river levels were very low, bacterial tests on the Withlacoochee River at the
Georgia-Florida line remained very low for two weeks.

Nonetheless, the Florida Department of Health
(FDOH) had warning signs up by December 10th, at
Madison Blue Spring and even farther downstream on
the Withlacoochee River. That sewage moved very
slowly but finally reached the state line by December
26,2019, and again in two more waves a week apart,
driven by rain events.
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and Hamilton Counties, Florida, also found bacterial
contamination in wells near the Withlacoochee River.
While baselines before December are mostly lacking,
many of those well owners are convinced Valdosta’s
sewage spill caused their well problems.

like a cross at a highway wreck site.
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be river contamination events.
POSSIBLE HIGH BACTERIA LEVELS
Increased risk g High bacteria (E. coli) counts often first appear nineteen river miles downstream from Valdosta’s
o o al aumaon plesse contact your | Sugar Creek at Knights Ferry Boat Ramp, south of US 84 between Valdosta and Quitman (see

map) Suzy Hall for WWALS detected that contamination when there was no other testing there.
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CAUTION

High Fecal Bacteria Detected
by citizen sampling or government agency
Avoid Drinking, Swimming,
Wading, Fishing,
or other contact with
river water
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