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TALLAHASSEE --- Open government advocates want the brakes applied to upcoming webinars 

about controversial toll-road projects, contending that more-inclusive in-person meetings should 

be held as the state reopens amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

While a state Department of Transportation spokeswoman said the webinar plans will continue, 

the First Amendment Foundation also questioned the legality of six webinars already held by 

task forces working on the projects, which would stretch from Collier County to the Georgia 

border. 

³7KH�ZHELQDUV�DUH�D�SRRU�VXbstitute for the kind of government that is required by Florida's 

Sunshine Law, which does apply to the M-&25(6�WDVN�IRUFH�PHHWLQJV�´�)LUVW�$PHQGPHQW�

Foundation President Pamela Marsh wrote Thursday to Transportation Secretary Kevin Thibault, 

using an acroQ\P�IRU�WKH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�KDV�GXEEHG�WKH�³0XOWL-use Corridors of Regional 

(FRQRPLF�6LJQLILFDQFH�´ 

0DUVK�ZURWH�WKDW�WKH�ZHELQDUV�VKRXOG�EH�³SRVWSRQHG �DQG�SUHIHUDEO\�FDQFHOHG�´�XQWLO�HYHU\RQH�

interested in attending can be accommodated. Marsh added that state administrative rules require 

meetings to be halted if technical problems develop with the communications network, which 

she said occurred during each meeting. 

³$OO�SRUWLRQV�RI�WKH�6XQVKLQH�/DZ�FRQWLQXH�WR�DSSO\�HYHQ�GXULQJ�WKLV�KRUULEOH�SDQGHPLF�´�0DUVK�

VWDWHG��³1R�SDUW�RI�WKH�ODZ�KDV�EHHQ�VXVSHQGHG�RU�PRGLILHG�DV�DSSOLHG�WR�VWDWH�DJHQFLHV��$V�D�

result, I respectfully request that FDOT exercise patience, cancel any and all M-CORES task 

force meetings, and reschedule the meetings only when members of the task force and Florida 

citizens can fully participate in-SHUVRQ�DQG�E\�DOO�IHDVLEOH�PHDQV�´ 

0DUVK�VDLG�LQ�DQ�HPDLO�WR�7KH�1HZV�6HUYLFH�RI�)ORULGD�RQ�)ULGD\�WKDW�WKH�LQWHQW�LVQ¶W�WR�³PDNH�

DQ\�WKUHDWV�DW�WKLV�WLPH´�DV�VKH�KRSHV�³)'27�ZLOO�PDNH�D�FKange for greater public 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�´ 

(Disclosure: The News Service is a member of the First Amendment Foundation.) 

Lawmakers last year approved a measure that set the stage for the projects, which involve 

H[WHQGLQJ�)ORULGD¶V�7XUQSLNH�IURP�:LOGZRRG�WR�FRnnect with the Suncoast Parkway; extending 

the Suncoast Parkway north to the Georgia border; and building a toll road between Polk and 

Collier counties. 

Webinars are planned: Wednesday for the turnpike extension; June 9 for the northern extension 

of the Suncoast Parkway; and June 11 for the project between Polk ad Collier counties. 


