- NO ROADS TO RUIN'

“ Earlier this year, the state

: *{}\ passed legislation to fast-track
e three major new toll roads that
will destroy large swaths of
Florida's last remaining rural lands, pollute waterways, and
threaten endangered wildlife, including the iconic Florida
panther. If completed, 330 miles of toll roads could be
constructed by 2030. Road building alone will immediately
destroy more than 52,800 acres of undeveloped areas and
promote unsustainable sprawl, destroying hundreds of
thousands of additional acres.

Florida's remaining natural areas are worth more than the
sum of their parts. To the people who live there, these
lands are home. Within the Suncoast Connector study area,
agriculture and timberlands provide habitat for rare species.
The Green Swamp, located within the Northern Turnpike
region, forms the headwaters of four major river systems.

Cattle roam alongside wildlife within the Southwest-Central .
5 i i i Southwest Central Connector
corridor region, and these working ranches are some of the Sunsoest Connactr
last remaining pieces of Old Florida. By conserving land, we K] iivar Tl e
. ’:l Springs Priority Focus Areas
conserve our way of life. When we start to pave over these IR o Managod Lande
places, there’s no going back. — i
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BAD FOR OUR HEALTH BAD FOR OUR WILDLIFE

Animals like the endangered Florida panther rely on
connected natural areas, including farms and ranches,

to breed and hunt. The three toll roads will slice through
some of the best remaining natural and agricultural areas,
permanently severing connectivity within the Florida Wildlife
Corridor. Since federal funds are not being used, FDOT may
be exempt from following the National Environmental Policy
BAD FOR OUR ECONOMY Act which provides additional protection for wildlife and the
environment.

Clean water and air are essential to human life. Florida's
wetlands act as a filter, cleaning pollutants from our water
before it reaches the Floridan aquifer, where 90% of
Floridians get their water. New roads will increase air and
water pollution and destroy precious wetlands, springs, and
aquifer recharge areas.

Florida's existing infrastructure is crumbling and is ranked
40th nationwide in overall cost-effectiveness and condition.
Demand for road repairs and true multi-modal transportation
is highest in existing urban cores, yet the “roads to ruin”
would run through some of the state’s least populated
counties. The legislature has already allocated $135 million
to advance the “roads to ruin,” with additional dedicated
funding to follow.

Estimates for toll revenues are often grossly overestimated,
forcing the Florida Turnpike Enterprise to heavily subsidize
underutilized roads, like the Suncoast Parkway, with funds

from other toll roads.




