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SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION 
 

The Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) has received an Option Contract to 
purchase the Rock Bluff Springs Tract, approximately 172.30 acres ± located in Section 9, Township 8 
South, Range 14 East, Gilchrist County, Florida as shown on the attached map Schedule A, from Rock 
Bluff Springs, LLC.  SRWMD is requesting bids for a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
(assessment) for the proposed land acquisition as part of due diligence prior to closing.  A copy of the 
executed Option Contract is attached as Schedule B. 

The assessment shall collect and analyze sufficient factors to either support a real property transfer or 
provide a solid basis for further Phase II investigation.  A report shall present the Phase I Assessment 
findings and list all potential source areas, suspect contaminants and impacts to the environment.   

ACREAGE: 
  

172.30 acres +/- 

SECTION 2 - PROPOSED SCHEDULE 
 

December 1, 2017 Release of Invitation to Bid  
December 6, 2017 Bids due prior to 3:00 p.m. at District Headquarters. Opening will 

occur at this time.* 
December 6, 2017 Contract award and notice to proceed. 
December 21, 2017 All field work completed and report delivered to District 

* Denotes a public meeting.  All meetings will be held at District Headquarters located at the corner of 
U.S. 90 and C.R. 49 in Live Oak, Florida.  All times denote local time. 
 

SECTION 3 - INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS 
 

1. Delivery of Bids:  Bidders, also referred to as respondents, are required to complete and submit one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the Bid Response Form included in Section 6.  Bid forms shall be 
sent in one envelope to: 

 

Keith Rowell, Surveyor/Mapper 
Suwannee River Water Management District 
9225 County Road 49 
Live Oak, Florida  32060 Phone: 386.362.1001 
 

2. All Bid forms shall be submitted in sealed envelopes with the following clearly marked in large, bold 
and/or colored lettering: 

No. 17/18-009EO 
PHASE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT FOR  

ROCK BLUFF SPRINGS, LLC TRACT  
172.30 ACRES ±, IN GILCHRIST COUNTY  

Bid Opening December 6, 2017 
3:00 p.m. 

 

Bids delivered in an envelope not properly marked with the ITB number and opening date and time 
that are inadvertently opened by District personnel will not be considered.  The Bids shall be hand-
delivered or mailed, preferably by registered mail. 

 
3. Bids are due at the above address by 3:00 p.m. on December 6, 2017.  Bids received after this 

time, for any reason, will be rejected. 
 
4. Bids must be hard copy only.  E-mail or fax transmittals will not be accepted. 
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5. Additional Information:  Additional Bid packages may be obtained by contacting Keith Rowell, 

Surveyor/Mapper. 
 
6. In accordance with sub section 287.057(1)(a)4, Florida Statutes, the contract shall be awarded to 

the responsible and responsive vendor who submits the lowest responsive bid.  The District will 
evaluate vendors’ prior performance on SRWMD assignments, if any, as a factor in determining 
whether a vendor is responsible. 

 
SECTION 4 – KEY POINTS 
 
Challenge of Solicitation Process: If a potential respondent protests any provisions of this ITB, a notice 
of intent to protest shall be filed with the District in writing within 72 hours after the posting of the ITB on 
the District’s website and the respondent shall file a formal written protest within ten (10) days after 
filing of notice of intent to protest.  Any respondent who files a formal written protest pursuant to 
Chapter 28-110, Florida Administrative Code, and Section 120.57(3), Florida Statutes, shall post with 
the District at the time of filing the formal written protest, a bond pursuant to Section 287.042(2)(c), 
Florida Statutes (2011). 
 
Failure to file a notice of intent to protest or failure to file a formal written protest within the time 
prescribed in Chapter 28-110, Florida Administrative Code and Section 120.57(3), Florida Statutes, or 
failure to post the bond or other security required by law within the time allowed for filing a bond shall 
constitute a waiver of proceedings under Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.  More specifically, “Failure to 
file a protest within the time prescribed in Section 120.57(3), Florida Statutes, shall constitute a 
waiver of proceedings under Chapter 120 of Florida Statutes.” 
 
Challenge of District’s Intent to Award Contract: If a respondent intends to protest District’s intent to 
award contract, the notice of intent to protest must be filed in writing within 72 hours after posting of a 
notice of intent to award contract and the respondent shall file a formal written protest within ten (10) 
days after filing of notice of intent to protest.  Any respondent who files a formal written protest pursuant 
to Chapter 28-110, Florida Administrative Code, and Section 120.57(3), Florida Statutes shall post with 
the District at the time of filing the formal written protest, a bond pursuant to Section 287.042(2)(c), 
Florida Statutes (2011). 
 
Failure to file a notice of intent to protest or failure to file a formal written protest within the time 
prescribed in Chapter 28-110, Florida Administrative Code and Section 120.57(3), Florida Statutes, or 
failure to post the bond or other security required by law within the time allowed for filing a bond shall 
constitute a waiver of proceedings under Chapter 120, Florida Statutes.  More specifically, “Failure to 
file a protest within the time prescribed in Section 120.57(3) Florida Statutes shall constitute a 
waiver of proceedings under Chapter 120 of Florida Statutes.”  
 
Americans with Disabilities Act:  The District does not discriminate upon the basis of any individual’s 
disability status.  This nondiscrimination policy involves every aspect of the District’s functions including 
one’s access to, participation, employment, or treatment in its programs or activities.  Anyone requiring 
reasonable accommodation as provided for in the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact the 
District at 386.362.1001 or 800.226.1066 (Florida only).  The District’s fax number is 386.362.1056. 
Minority Business Enterprises:  The District recognizes fair and open competition as a basic tenet of 
public procurement.  Respondents doing business with the District are prohibited from discriminating on 
the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, handicap, age, or sex.  The District encourages 
participation by minority business enterprises.  Whenever two or more service providers are ranked 
equally, a minority business enterprise shall be given preference in the award process. 
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Veteran’s Preference:  In the absence of minority business enterprise, whenever two or more service 
providers are ranked equally, a veteran-owned business enterprise shall be given preference in the 
award process. 
Drug Free Workplace Act:  The selected respondent shall represent that it has established a drug free 
workplace. 
Public Entity Crime:  Section 287.133(2)(a), Florida Statutes, states “A person or affiliate who has been 
placed on the convicted vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a bid 
on a contract to provide any goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on a contract 
with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public work, may not submit bids 
on leases of real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or perform work as a contractor, 
supplier, subcontractor, or consultant under a contract with any public entity, and may not transact 
business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount provided in s.287.017 for 
CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36 months from the date of being placed on the convicted vendor 
list.” 
Insurance Requirements:  If awarded, the Contractor shall provide insurance as follows: 
(a) Contractor will purchase and maintain all insurance necessary to protect it from claims under 
workers' compensation laws, disability benefit laws or other similar employee benefit laws; from claims 
for damages because of bodily injury, occupational sickness or disease, or death of its employees, 
including claims insured by usual personal injury liability coverage; from claims for damages because of 
bodily injury, sickness or disease, or death of any person other than its employees including claims 
insured by usual personal injury liability coverage; and from claims for injury to or destruction of tangible 
property, including loss of use resulting therefrom - any or all of which may arise out of or result from 
Contractor’s operations under this Contract, whether those operations be by the Contractor or by any 
subcontractor or anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or for whose acts any of them 
may be legally liable. 
(b) This insurance shall be written for not less than any limits of liability specified in this Contract or 
required by law, whichever is greater, and shall include contractual liability insurance.  The limits of 
liability for insurance shall be as follows: 

(i) For workers’ compensation insurance, the limits shall be as required by law; 
(ii) For motor vehicular liability insurance, the limits shall be for not less than $500,000 combined 
single limit; 
(iii) For general liability insurance, the limits shall be a minimum of $1,000,000 per occurrence and 
$1,000,000 general aggregate. 

(c) Before starting the work, Contractor will file with the District certificate(s) of insurance, acceptable 
to the District, providing evidence that Contractor has in full force and effect the insurance required 
herein with insurers authorized to do business in the State of Florida.  These certificate(s) shall contain 
provision(s) that provide, without limitation, the following: 

(i) Name the District as a named or additional insured without waiving any defense of sovereign 
immunity or increasing the limits of District’s liability in excess of the statutory cap provided under 
Section 768.28, Florida Statutes. 
(ii)  The coverage afforded under the policies will not be cancelled or materially changed until at least 
30 days prior written notice has been given to the District. 
 

Rejection of Responses:  The District reserves the right to reject any and all proposals or other 
proposals submitted in response to District invitation.  District also reserves the right to waive any minor 
deviations in an otherwise valid proposal.  
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SECTION 5 - SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The purpose of this project is to conduct a Phase 1 environmental assessment by qualified 
environmental professionals addressing EPA 40 CFR Part 312, DEP and other appropriate regulatory 
agency standards. 
 
The Phase 1 environmental assessment must be performed by a licensed State of Florida professional 
engineer, professional geologist or other qualified environmental professional (as defined in EPA 40 
CFR Part 312). 
 
The assessment is to be based on ASTM Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: 
Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Process (E1527-013) and Phase II ESA process E-1903-97 
as well as the following requirements: 
 
1. Review the 50-year Chain-of-Title documents (District will supply the 50-year environmental deed 

search for this purpose), including deeds, easements, restrictions and leases, for potential on-site 
contamination, clean up liens or regulatory enforcement actions against the property.   

 
2. Personal interviews with current owner and current tenants as well as prior owners and tenants and 

their employees and neighboring landowners. 
 
3. Provide a history of the previous owners and/or operators of the land and the uses of the property 

and surrounding area (focusing on the potential environmental impacts) from the present back to 
the property’s first developed use or back to 1940, whichever is earlier.  

 
4. Review of current and historical aerial photographs of the property for an evaluation of prior uses to 

its first developed use or back to 1940, and discuss the use and surrounding uses.  Review of 
United States Geological Survey periodicals and topographic maps for soil types; ground water 
characteristics and general topography of the property. 

 
5. An inspection of the area in and around all structures (existing and past use), specifically 

addressing any evidence of underground storage tanks (past & present).   
 
6. Review of relevant regulatory databases and listing of potential sources of contamination.   
 
7. Identify and provide a figure and GPS coordinates of any Recognized Environmental Conditions 

(REC) as defined by the ASTM standard.  Document the contents, capacity, and storage conditions 
of any storage tanks/drums/containers, when available.   

 
8. Identify any on-site aboveground and underground storage tanks on the property and   
 adjoining the property.  Determine the size, capacity, construction, material stored and  
 containment facilities. 
 
9. Identify past and present waste disposal practices of hazardous and petroleum products.  
 
10. Risk Assessment and Physical Conditions Analysis of  residences, site improvements,    

agricultural and related structures.   
a. Note potentials of structures to contain  lead based paint, asbestos, radon or any other known 

hazardous materials or substances.  
b. Inspections of structures for electrical, plumbing or construction deficiencies and/or unsafe 
conditions. 

c. Inspection of well and septic systems.  
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11. Property Investigation Requirements: 
 a. Full physical inspection of the entire property in a manner that assures uniform coverage so 

that all of the property is viewed by investigator.  Areas that will require careful examination are 
sinkholes, ravines, rights-of-way, edges of the fields and watercourses.   

 b. The investigator makes note of and examines any debris, mounds, stressed vegetation, 
unusual land coloration, odors, physical irregularities or similar features or deposits that may 
indicate evidence of dumping of farm, domestic or other debris.   

 c. Any dump or contaminant sites located should be noted on a map, numbered and described 
briefly as to the degree of concern for contamination.  Field analysis of soil and or water 
samples where there appears to be a presence of contaminants or hazardous materials.  This 
should include hand augured samples and Organic Vapor Analysis (OVA) of suspicious areas.   

 d. A determination of the probability or the presence of hazardous materials, wastes or 
substances, toxic wastes or substances, pollutants or contaminants.    

 e. A recommendation for further investigation (e.g. sampling and analyses) will be included in the 
report if suspected source areas warrant such investigation. 

 
Environmental Assessment Report: 
 
The written report, submitted with one hard copy and two electronic copies (pdf on cd) must be signed, 
sealed and dated by a qualified licensed State of Florida professional engineer, professional geologist 
or licensed environmental professional. 
 
Discuss all findings and conclusions focusing on areas of potential or suspected REC’s.  All findings, 
RECs and conclusions must be supported by, and referenced to the ESA.  Conclusions should include 
the appropriate statements found in the current ASTM E-1527-013 standard. 
 
Provide the credentials of the environmental professional performing the site assessment.  The 
environmental professional must have qualifications as specified in EPA’s All Appropriate Inquiry rule.  
 
A recommendation for additional investigation (Phase 2 Assessment) must be accompanied by a cost 
estimate.  At any stage of the assessment where potential contamination is discovered, notification 
should be provided to the contracting party.  Specific authorization must be obtained before proceeding 
with any services beyond those provided for in this scope of services. 
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SECTION 6 – Bid Response Form 
 

No. 17/18-009EO 
PHASE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT FOR  

ROCK BLUFF SPRINGS, LLC TRACT  
172.30 ACRES ±, IN GILCHRIST COUNTY  

Bid Opening December 6, 2017 
3:00 p.m. 

 
List three environmental assessment assignments similar in location and nature to this tract 
performed by you in the last two years. 

 
A. ________________________________________________________________ 

 
B. ________________________________________________________________ 
 
C. ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Provide three business references with contact information. 
 1._________________________________________________________________ 
 
 2._________________________________________________________________ 
 
 3._________________________________________________________________ 
 
Certification of Drug Free Workplace Plan:  YES _______ No _______ 
 
Attach Proof of Insurance. 
 
Environmental Firm’s response to the Projects: 
 

A. My not-to-exceed fee is: $_______________________ 
 

B. Name of Company: ________________________________________________ 
 

 Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 Company Representative Name: ______________________________________ 
 
 Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
 Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

C. Date: ___________________________________________ 
 
Bids for this project are to be submitted by 3:00 p.m., December 6, 2017, by letter in a sealed 
envelope clearly marked with the bid date and number.  Email bids will not be accepted.  The 
District reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 
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