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75 ORGANIZATIONS, BUSINESSES URGE HOUSE TO STOP TOLL ROADS
Transportation Corridors bills are bad deal for Florida taxpayers

Tallahassee — Today 75 conservation organizations, civic groups, and businesses representing
every corner of the state sent a letter to the Florida House of Representatives urging a no vote on
the Transportation Corridor bills (SB 7068/HB 7113).

The letter to the House follows a similar letter sent to the Senate on Monday and will be
followed by a separate letter to Governor DeSantis urging a veto of the toll road plan if the
House does not put the brakes on the legislation passed by the Senate on Wednesday.

The letter:

April 25, 2019

The Honorable House of Representatives
House Office Building

402 S. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FL. 32399

RE: Oppose proposed toll roads — HB 7113/SB 7068
To the Florida House of Representatives:

The 75 below-signed organizations and businesses ask that you oppose legislation that seeks to
construct three toll roads through rural Florida. These highways will not reduce traffic or provide
safety during hurricane events.

1000 Friends of Florida found in its Florida 2070 report that Florida is on track to increase
developed land to a full third of the State in the next half century. Sprawl is not progress. These
toll roads will cost Florida hundreds of thousands of acres of farms and rural lands and fragment
landscape and wildlife habitat. The intended “benefits” of these toll roads include water and
sewer infrastructure which, with on and off ramps, will accelerate urban sprawl.

This legislation would carve three corridors through Florida’s undeveloped areas:
e "Southwest-Central Florida Connector" extending from Collier County to Polk County; a
previous highway planned for the route was called the Heartland Parkway
e "Suncoast Connector" extending from Citrus County to Jefferson County
e "Northern Turnpike Connector" extending from the northern terminus of the Florida
Turnpike northwest to the Suncoast Parkway




