QUESTION PRESENTED

The Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. § 717f(h)) dele-
gates to certain private companies the ordinary emi-
nent domain power: that is, the power to bring a
condemnation lawsuit and then buy land at an adjudi-
cated price after final judgment. The Act does not del-
egate the separate power to take immediate possession
of land.

Notwithstanding the Act’s limited delegation, are
district courts empowered to enter preliminary injunc-
tions giving private companies immediate possession
of land before final judgment in Natural Gas Act con-
demnations?



