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11.  NOTICE CONCERNING ENDANGERING WATERS OF THE STATE

Whenever, because of an accident or otherwise, any toxic or taste and color producing
substance, or any other substance which would endanger downstream users of the waters of
the State or would damage property, is discharged into such waters, or is so placed that it
might flow, be washed, or fall into them, it shall be the duty of the person in charge of such
substances at the time to forthwith notify EPD in person or by telephone of the location and
nature of the danger, and it shall be such person’s further duty to immediately take all
reasonable and necessary steps to prevent injury to property and downstream users of said
water.

Spills and Major Spills:

A “spill” is any discharge of raw sewage by a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) to
the waters of the State.

A “major spill” means:

Il The discharge of pollutants into waters of the State by a POTW that exceeds the
weekly average permitted effluent limit for biochemical oxygen demand (5-day) or
total suspended solids by 50 percent or greater in one day, provided that the effluent
discharge concentration is equal to or greater than 25 mg/L for biochemical oxygen
demand or total suspended solids.

2. Any discharge of raw sewage that 1) exceeds 10,000 gallons or 2) results in water
quality violations in the waters of the State.

“Consistently exceeding effluent limitation” means a POTW exceeding the 30 day average
limit for biochemical oxygen demand or total suspended solids for at least five days out of
each seven day period during a total period of 180 consecutive days.

The following specific requirements shall apply to POTW’s. If a spill or major spill occurs,
the owner of a POTW shall immediately:

a. Notify EPD, in person or by telephone, when a spill or major spill occurs in the
system.

b. Report the incident to the local health department(s) for the area affected by the
incident.
The report at a minimum shall include the following:

1. Date of the spill or major spill;
O Location and cause of the spill or major spill;
3. Estimated volume discharged and name of receiving waters; and
4. Corrective action taken to mitigate or reduce the adverse effects of the spill or
major spill.
c. Post a notice as close as possible to where the spill or major spill occurred and where

the spill entered State waters and also post additional notices along portions of the
waterway affected by the incident (i.e. bridge crossings, boat ramps, recreational
areas, and other points of public access to the affected waterway). The notice at a



