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9. Education to reduce surficial aquifer groundwater use impacts to 7Q10 low flow concerns 
 
Short-Term Water Quality Management Practices (0 ± 10 Years): 
 
1. Point Sources: 
- Support and fund current permitting and waste load allocation process to improve treatment of 
wastewater and increase treatment capacity 
- Data collection and research to confirm discharge volumes and waste concentrations as well as 
receiving stream flows and chemistry 
 
2.  Non-Point Sources: 
- Data collection to confirm source of pollutants and causes; encourage storm water ordinances, septic 
system maintenance, and coordinated planning 
- Ensure funding and support for Best Management Practices Programs by local and state programs, 
including urban/suburban, rural, forestry, and agricultural Best Management Practices 
 
3. Non-point Source Existing Impairments: 
- Total maximum daily load listed streams: Improve data on source of pollutant and length of impairment; 
identify opportunities to leverage funds, and implement non-point source Best Management Practices 
 
Longer Term (20 ± 40 years) water quantity and quality management practices include: 
 

x Improve infiltration and management of wetlands 

x Evaluate incentive-based programs to manage, increase, and restore wastewater and stormwater 
returns 

x Identify potential/feasibility of a multi-purpose reservoir 

x Identify feasibility of regional inter-basin transfer 

x Continue wastewater and stormwater master planning 
 
Chapter 391-3-16: Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria  
 
The Environmental Planning Criteria that are part of the Minimum Planning Standards deal specifically 
with the protection of water supply watersheds, groundwater recharge areas, wetlands, river corridors, 
and mountains, the last of these not being applicable in this region. These criteria were developed by the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as mandated in Part V of the Georgia Planning Act and in the 
Mountains and River Corridor Protection Act.    
 
The criteria require that local governments shall identify existing and future water supply watersheds and 
adopt a water supply watershed protection plan for their jurisdiction.  
 
Some uses may be grandfathered, such as land uses existing prior to the adoption of a watershed plan, 
mining activities permitted by DNR, certain utilities placements, special forestry, or agricultural services.  
 
The Environmental guidelines also spell out criteria for the delineation of small and large water supply 
watersheds, for the protection of groundwater recharge areas, for the protection of wetlands, and for the 
protection of river corridors which shall be incorporated into this comprehensive plan and addressed 
specifically and in more detail through local ordinances and  land development code regulations.     


